Whole  Foods’  Launch 
Slows  Local  Business 


By  Kerry  Fleisher 

A number  of  small  businesses 
located  on  Potrero  Hill’s  traditional 
18th  and  20th  streets  shopping  district 
have  experienced  sales  declines  over 
' the  past  several  months.  And  many 


Potrero  Hill’s  oldest  independent 
grocery  stores.  “It’s  an  expensive 
place  to  shop,  people  realize  that.” 
With  192  stores  across  the  nation, 
Potrero’s  Whole  Foods  Market 
features  the  chain’s  first  mini-spa, 
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point  to  the  mid-September  opening 
of  Whole  Foods  Market  on  Kansas 
Street  as  the  cause.  Yet  the  Hill’s 
retailers  are  confident  that  Whole 
Foods’  novelty  appeal  will  soon  level- 
off,  and  local  residents  will  return 
to  the  convenience  and  affordable 
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pricing  of  local  grocers,  bakeries, 
and  cafes. 

“Business  is  coming  back  now 
that  new  and  different  is  over,”  said 
Lester  Zeidman,  owner  of  Good 
Life  Grocery  on  20th  Street,  one  of 


stacks  of  organic  and  gluten-free 
products,  a street-side  cafe  and  more 
than  700  varieties  of  wine.  But  for 
many  Potrero  Hill  residents,  Whole 
Foods,  the  country’s  first  nationally- 
certified  organic  retailer,  isn’t  the 
most  economical  place  to  shop. 

“It’s  extremely  expensive.  They 
target  certain  customers.  They  know 
what  they  are  doing,”  said  Marwan 
Halteh,  owner  of  New  Potrero  Market 
on  18th  Street,  whose  sales  dropped 
10  to  15  percent  in  September  and 
then  steadily  crawled  back.  “I  think 
at  first,  people  just  wanted  to  see  the 
spectacle  of  it  [Whole  Foods],”  said 
Kim  Gousseu,  a Good  Life  Grocery 
employee. 

Road  construction  along 
Connecticut  and  20th  streets  in  the 
early  fall  caused  sales  to  slow  for 
many  Potrero  merchants,  according 
to  Halteh.  Whole  Foods,  which 
offers  a private  parking  garage  with 
100  spaces,  opened  at  the  tail  end  of 
the  road  construction.  “It’s  hard  to 
differentiate  between  the  parking 
crisis  in  Potrero  Hill  and  Whole 
Foods  opening,  in  terms  of  how  they 
affected  sales,”  said  Zeidman.  “They 
occurred  one  on  top  of  each  other.” 

Allan  Ransley,  owner  of  Jay’s 
Deli  on  20th  Street,  said  merchants 
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Environmentally-Friendly 
Trolley  Buses  Cause  “Bus 
Bunching,”  Crowded  Aisles 

Diesel-Electric  Buses  Could  Clear  the  Air  and  the  Roads 


By  Kerry  Fleisher 

The  22-bus,  which  starts  in  the 
Marina,  wends  its  way  through 
the  Fillmore  and  Inner  Mission 
and  then  zig-zags  through  Potrero 
Hill,  transports  a veritable  cross- 
section  of  San  Francisco's  diverse 
ethnic  heritage.  Third-generation 
Russians;  Spanish-speakers  from 
Central  America;  and  students  of  all 
backgrounds  huddle  together  on  the 
same  crammed  bus  aisles.  But  when 
the  buses’  trolley  poles  plunge  off 
their  wires,  all  boundaries  created 
by  color,  sexual  orientation,  age 
and  creed  are  transcended  by  one 
collective  sigh:  the  bus  has  stalled, 
once  again,  in  the  middle  of  an 
intersection. 

San  Francisco  Municipal 
Transport  Authourt$\  (SFMTA)  has 
the  largest  trollev-tms  fleet  of  any 
transit  agency  in  tne  United  States, 
a distinguishing  trademark  of  the 
City’s  cutting-edge  environmental 


policy.  The  trollevjmses  are  almost 
entirely  pollutio^-fj^e,  running  on 
energy  created  by  San  Francisco’s 
hydroelectric-powered  Hetch  Hetchy 
Water  & Power  Project.  However, 
this  environmental  upside  comes 
with  practical  downsides  that  are 
hard-to-stomach  for  commuters. 

“The  timing  is  always  really 
off.  There  always  seems  to  be  one 
bus  trailing  with  no  passengers,” 
complained  Sharon  Rosselli,  who 
works  in  an  art  studio  on  Third  Street 
and  commutes  from  the  Mission. 
“Because  buses  can’t  pass  each  other, 
if  there’s  ever  a mechanical  problem, 
there’s  always  two,  or  even  three, 
buses  next  to  each  other.” 

“Bus  bunching"  on  Potrero  Hill’s 
22  is  a constant  s^t-nack  for  rush  hour 
commuters.  “It’sme  worst  on  16th 
Street,  especially  near  the  Mission 
Bart  station,”  said  Geraldo  Sanchez, 
who  works  in  the  Potrero  Shopping 
Center.  “Honestly,  sometimes  it’s  so 
Continued  on  Page  14 


City  Bond  Could  Strip 
Grass  from  Athletic  Fields 


By  Kerry  Fleisher 

The  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors  unanimously  approved 
Proposition  A,  the  Clean  and  Safe 
Neighborhoods  Parks  bond,  last 
month,  which  earmarks  $1 17.4  million 
to  rehabilitate  12  neighborhood  parks 
and  $33  million  to  improve  open  space 
along  the  waterfront.  With  many  of 
the  City’s  parks  suffering  from  poor 
upkeep,  most  athletes  and  park-goers 
favor  the  infusion  of  cash.  But  a 
number  of  Potrero  Hill  residents  are 
questioning  the  bond’s  finer  print, 
wh*  .h  includes  $8.5  million  to  match 
private  funds  from  the  City  Fields 
Foundation,  a nonprofit  that  intends 
to  replace  currently  grass-covered 
athletic  fields  with  crumb  rubber 
artificial  turf  knov/^s  "Field  Turf." 

With  the  administrative  support 
of  the  San  Francisco  Recreation 
& Parks  Department,  City  Fields 
Foundation  has  financed  artificial 
turf  renovations  at  five  public  parks 


in  San  Francisco.  Founded  in  2005 
to  address  the  chronic  shortage  of 
playing  fields  in  San  Francisco,  City 
Fields  Foundation  has  agreed  to 
contribute  $8.5  million  in  matching 
funds  to  expand^athletic  field 
renovations  to  a couple  dozen  more 
parks.  The  Foundation’s  sho^U^st 
includes  the  Potrero  Hill  Recreation 
Center  on  Arkansas  and  23rd  streets, 
and  Potrero  Del  Sol  Park  on  Potrero 
Avenue  and  25th  Street. 

The  City  Fields  Foundation 
promotes  the  use  of  Field  Turf,  an 
artificial  grass  that’s  composed 
of  shredded  tires.  The  material 
provides  a secondary  use  for  difficult 
to  dispose  of  old  tires,  and  creates  a 
softer  surface.  Unlike  its  competitor 
AstroTurf,  Field  Turf  uses  crumb 
rubber  infill  as  a cushion  underneath 
the  top  layer  of  fiber  grass  and  above 
the  woven  fabrics  simulating  ground 
soil. 

Continued  on  Page  14 
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Publishers  View 
All  in  the  Family 

By  Steven  J.  Moss 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


In  our  society  nepotism  is  a “no- 
no."  Bosses,  college  administrators, 
and  politicians  aren’t  supposed 
to  favor  their  relatives  when  it 
comes  to  jobs  or  admissions.  By 
basing  opportunities  on  objective 
evaluations  of  an  individual’s  abilities 
we  improve  our  chances  of  placing 
the  right  person  in  the  right  position, 
thereby  enhancing  productivity  and 
guaranteeing  fairness. 

There  was  a time  when  favoritism 
towards  family  was  the  norm.  In 
some  places  it  still  is.  In  feudal 
Europe  it  was  expected  that  a son 
would  follow  his  father  into  the 
tailoring,  blacksmith,  or  farming 
business.  Without  this  hereditary 
preference  offspring  would  be  left 
to  fend  for  themselves  in  a world 
in  which  job  opportunity  was  best 
guaranteed  - Catch-22  - by  being 
related  to  the  right  person. 

Today,  in  extremely  poor 
countries,  such  as  Niger,  West  Africa, 
nepotism  forms  an  essential  safety 
net.  Niger’s  economy  is  dominated  by 
subsistence  agriculture,  where  hunger 
is  a constant  and  starvation  always  a 
threat,  and  its  government  is  weak. 
There’s  no  formal  welfare  system 
- no  food  stamps,  or  unemployment 
insurance  - and  help,  when  it's  needed 
will  generally  n^t  be  on  its  way. 
It’s  New  Orleans  after  Hurricane 
Katrina,  but  with  little  hope  that 
assistance  will  ever  arrive. 

In  this  context  if  a family  member 
needs  food,  a loan,  or  help  finding  a 
job,  and  another  can  provide  it,  it’s 
their  responsibility  to  do  so.  Dozens 
of  near-destitute  family  members 
may  be  dependent  on  one  or  two  of 
their  employed  relatives  to  make 
sure  everyone  is  fed,  housed,  and 
educated. 

This  social  compact  extends  to  the 
use  of  public  property.  Everything 
from  office  equipment  to  vehicles  and 
even  government-constructed  housing 
is  subject  to  being  re-distributed 
to  family  members,  to  make  sure 
parents,  offspring,  and  cousins,  have 


supplies  they  need,  or  a place  to  live.' 
The  idea  that  something  may  belong 
to  the  government,  and  shouldn’t  be 
taken,  isn’t  so  much  ignored  as  placed 
on  a cultural  hierarchy;  if  my  family 
really  needs  something,  who  am  I to 
say  no?  The  situation  is  exacerbated 
by  the  fact  that  many  poor  countries 
have  no  effective  inventory  control 
system;  civil  servants  often  have 
little  idea  whether  a particular  office 
is  supposed  to  be  equipped  with 
a computer,  copier,  or  even  desk 
chair. 

The  leakage  of  public  property  is 
subtly  different  than  outright  stealing, 
at  least  as  seen  by  the  Nigeriens. 
Stealing  is  when  an  official  pockets 
funds  intended  for  a public  purpose, 
or  falsifies  documents  to  make  it  look 
as  if  a school  has  been  built  when  the 
money  was  actually  used  to  construct 
a private  restaurant.  This  type  of 
behavior  is  not  condoned.  But  lifting 
something  small,  or  even  as  big  as  a 
vehicle,  isn’t  theft  if  it’s  being  used 
to  take  a sick  relative  to  the  hospital. 
This  attitude  isn’t  so  different  from 
ours.  There  was  a time  when  making 
personal  calls  at  work  was  considered 
pilfering.  Now  many  of  us  think 
nothing  of  using  office  equipment 
and  work  time  to  browse  the  internet 
and  make  long-distance  calls.  And 
how  many  employer-issued  pens, 
staplers,  and  other  supplies  do  you 
have  at  home? 

There’s  only  two  ways  out  of  this 
trap:  nepotism  needs  to  be  stamped- 
out,  or  a way  must  be  found  to 
incorporate  it  in  a non-threatening 
way  into  the  social  and  political 
fabric.  In  this  respect  Niger  and 
other  poor  countries  aren’t  alone  in 
having  to  cope  with  nepotism.  Few 
Americans  are  making  a fuss  over 
the  prospect  that  two  families  may 
govern  us  for  more  than  two  decades. 
Perhaps  we  don’t  care  because  the 
stakes  seem  low:  we’ll  mostly  likely 
still  have  jobs,  eat  dinner,  and  take 
our  children  to  school  no  matter  who 
wins  the  election.  The  Nigeriens,  on 


Dear  Editor, 

It’s  unfortunate  that  you 
published  two  letters  to  the  editor 
in  the  December  View  that  made  a 
number  of  inaccurate  slurs  against  Joe 
Boss,  myself,  and  a lot  of  others.  In 
one  letter  Nancy  Anding  claims  that 
a developer  “identified"  the  Eastern 
Neighborhoods  Public  Benefit  Fund 
advisors;  in  another  Kepa  Askenazy 
claims  that  Joe  Boss  "hand-picked” 
them.  The  fact  is  that  the  Fund’s 
advisors  were  asked  to  serve  because 
of  their  elected  leadership  positions  in 
volunteer  neighborhood  associations. 

I declined  to  serve,  specifically  to 
avoid  a conflict  of  interest  with  my 
other  volunteer  work. 

I am  not  paid  by  anyone  for  any  of 
my  nonprofit  or  neighborhood  work, 
and  I have  run  dozens  of  Boosters 
and  Plan  Potrero  Hill  meetings  over 
the  years  that  have  been  praised 
by  neighbors,  developers  and  City 
representatives  for  their  fairness 
and  value. 

The  650  Townsend  project  was 
pushed  by  the  Planning  Department, 
prompting  the  need  to  quickly  create 
a public  benefits  program  where  the 
City  was  failing  to  do  so.  The  letters  to 
the  editor  ignore  the  clear  benefits  of 
having  a fund  dedicated  to  better  local 
transit  planning  and  neighborhood 
improvements  for  popular  nonprofit 

Dear  Editor: 

The  recent  efforts  of  two  longtime 
to  “exact”  $1.5 
a developer 
seeking  permits  has  caused  a 
community  outcry  over  the  way 
it  was  done.  As  the  View's  initial 
editorial  implied,  this  is  perhaps 
not  only  because  of  the  lack  of  a 
fully  vetted  transparent  process,  but 
that  the  transaction  also  involved  a 
conflict  of  interest. 

As  someone  who  continues 
to  work  on  both  the  community 
and  developer  sides  of  protracted 
building  battles,  I found  the  editorial 
and  the  subsequent  negative  letters 
disappointing.  Instead  of  supporting 
increased  involvement  in  community 
process  around  these  important 
issues,  I fear  the  View's  editorial  and 
the  comments  made  by  others  in  the 
letters  will  only  encourage  apathy 
and  community  disengagement  at 
a time  when  it’s  crucial  that  many 
voices  be  heard  and  action  taken  by 
as  many  people  as  possible.  Most 
troublesome  is  that  the  important 
issues  are  being  lost  in  the  focus 
on  suggestions  of  impropriety  and 
misguided  process.  It  needs  to  be 
made  clear  that  in  no  way  did  any  of 
the  community  members  involved  in 
this  deal  benefit  personally  from  any 
of  the  funds  exacted. 

The  news  story  that  ought  to  be 
written  is  about  how  community 
leaders  have  taken  charge  of  an 


causes,  all  governed  by  federal 
laws  that  prohibit  any  individual 
from  benefiting  from  the  nonprofits' 
operations.  And  they  ignore  the  other 
advisors  of  the  Public  Benefit  Fund, 
all  of  whom  are  also  elected  leaders 
of  neighborhood  associations,  known 
for  their  strong  advocacy,  leadership, 
and  fairness. 

Much  of  this  was  reported  in 
November’s  View,  Ms.  Anding  and 
Ms.  Askenazy  chose  to  ignore  the  facts 
in  their  letters.  It’s  disappointing 
that  the  View  chose  to  undermine  its 
own  article. 

Ms.  Askenazy  refers  to  a conflict- 
of-interest  policy  that  is  part  of  the 
Boosters  bylaws;  we  believe  our 
policy  is  appropriate,  and  that  no 
one  has  acted  in  violation  of  it.  By 
the  time  this  issue  of  the  View  is  out 
we’ll  post  our  bylaws  at  our  website, 
www.potreroboosters.org,  so  anyone 
interested  can  review  the  policy  for 
themselves.  The  fact  that  someone 
can  work  for  a developer  and  still  be 
positively  engaged  in  the  Potrero  Hill 
community  is  an  insult  to  anyone  on 
the  Hill  who  works  as  a contractor, 
carpenter,  architect,  or  realtor, 
among  many  others. 

Tony  Kelly 

President,  Potrero  Boosters 
Neighborhood  Association 

often  log-jammed  process.  The 

Planning  Department  is  promising, 
like  it  always  has,  to  encourage  the 
creation  of  new  community  services 
and  open  space  to  offset  the  impact 
of  new  buildings  on  the  existing 
neighborhood.  It’s  quite  possible  that 
without  the  courageous  leadership 
of  Tony  Kelly  and  Joe  Boss,  a less 
substantial  precedent  for  developer 
contributions  to  a public  benefits 
fund  may  have  resulted,  and  another 
wasteful  legal  battle  would  have 
ensued.  Instead,  we  have  an  example 
of  developers  cooperatively  working 
with  community  leaders  to  create  a 
process  for  financially  supporting 
community  services. 

It’s  reasonable  for  people  to  be 
concerned  over  how  the  funds  were 
exacted  and  over  the  appearance 
of  “backroom"  dealing.  But  the 
community  needs  to  know  that 
the  efforts  that  have  yielded  this 
huge  public  benefit  have  surely  sent 
shock-waves  through  the  developer 
community.  It  shows  that  a united 
community  will  embolden  its  leaders 
to  take  direct  action.  We  need  to 
show  more  resolve,  not  less,  as  this 
process  unfolds.  We  must  continue 
to  work  aggressively  with  developers 
to  ensure  that  what  gets  built  is  what 
everyone  wants  and  can  ultimately 
live  with. 

Stephen  Antonaros 
Architect,  Third  Street 


access  to  transportation,  the  school  the  other  hand,  aren’t  so  lucky. 
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Short  Cuts 


Parents’  List 

For  the  past  several  weeks  the 
Potrero  Hill  Parents’  Association 

(PHPA),  which  has  been  active  in 
some  form  or  another  for  almost 
two  decades,  has  been  engaged  in  a 
heated  email  debate  over  whether 
the  Association’s  listserv  should  shift 
from  Yahoo-Groups  to  Quinstreet’s 
FindSmithGROUPS  (FSG),  with 
PHPA  leadership  trying  its  best  to 
herd  the  daddy  and  mommy  cats  to 
FSG.  Opposition  came  from  parents 
who’re  reluctant  to  divulge  personal 
information  about  their  family, 
as  called  for  by  FSG,  and  who’re 
concerned  about  the  prospects  of 
future  charges  to  belong  to  the  group. 
Others  pointed-out  that  a number 
of  parent  groups  assess  upwards 
of  $50  to  belong,  and  that  FSG, 
which  employs  two  PHPA  members 
- including  its  president,  who  told 
the  group  that  they  used  PHPA  as  a 
model  for  how  to  develop  interactive 
software  geared  towards  “mommies' 
groups”  - provides  a better  ability 
to  keep  track  of  vendors,  service 
providers,  and  parental  tips.  Change 
is  never  easy,  and  the  entire  imbroglio 
points-out  a chronic  problem  with 
virtual  communities,  even  ones  nested 
in  neighborhoods:  a lack  of  face-to- 
face  contact  can  breed  mistrust  and, 
despite  the  propaganda  the  Googles, 
Yahoos  and  Quinstreets  of  the  world 
are  indeed  for-profit  enterprises. 
Tellingly,  the  debate  quickly  died- 
down  after  PHPA  organizers  held 
a meeting  with  disgruntled  parents 
at  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood 
House.  Maybe  it’s  time  to  go  back  to 
those  over-the-fence  neighborly  chats 
pioneered  by  our  fore-parents.... 


Teach  the  Children 

A Spanish  immersion  preschool  is 
scheduled  to  open  at  Daniel  Webster 
Elementary  School  this  Spring.  The 
school,  which  will  be  run  by  the 
Mission  Neighborhood  Center,  is 
the  product  of  a two-year  effort  by 
the  Potrero  Residents’  Education 
Fund  to  revitalize  low-enrollment 
Webster.  More  information,  as 
well  as  applications,  can  be  found 
at  www.prefund.org/preschool-at- 
daniel-webster...  For  even  younger 
children  - 1 8 to  26  months  - Slippery 
Fish  Initiative,  Inc.,  is  offering 
cooperative,  play-based  weekday 
morning  programs  at  Axis  Cafe 
For  information  email  akmoneill@ 
gmail.com ...And  Recess  Urban 
Recreation  opens  this  month  at 
Carolina  and  18th  streets.  The  space, 
which  was  designed  by  experts  in 
education  and  physical  therapy, 
will  provide  an  opportunity  for  kids 
and  adults  to  relax  and  play.  For 
more  information  check-out  www. 
recessurbanrecreation.com. 

Putting  on  the  Dog 

Dogpatch  continues  to  up  its 
curb  appeal:  the  Potrero  Power 
Plant  may  soon  be  waving  au  revoir, 
and  the  Slow  Club’s  funky  little 
sister  restaurant  Serpentine  opened 
last  month  on  22nd  Street.  Unlike 
other  chic  industrial-urban  haunts, 
Serpentine's  decor—  high-ceilings, 
exposed  brick  — is  genuine  mid- 
century, crafted  from  an  old  cannery 
building,  and  the  groovy  atmosphere 
is  reason  enough  to  swing  by.  Chef 
Chris  Konner  continues  his  tradition 


The  View  Needs  You 

We  need  writers,  editors,  and  gossip-mongers.  We’ll  also 
take  artists,  cartoon  writers,  and  photographers. 

We’ll  even  consider  poets. 

Little,  if  any,  pay,  no  benefits,  but  plenty  of  love. 


Centered  Body  Pilates 


601  Kansas  Street,  Potrero  Hill 
(415)  920-9133  www.centeredbody.com 


of  preparing  locally-sourced  goodies, 
including  rosemary  bread  pudding, 
grilled  lamb  riblets,  deep  fried  oysters, 
and  stout-cappuccino  mint  ice  cream. 
The  Slow  Club’s  devout  following 
hasn’t  yet  migrated  from  Mariposa 
Street,  so  now’s  the  time  to  sample 
the  new  restaurant.  Walk  if  you  can, 
or  be  prepared  for  a slow  search  for 
a parking  space  in  an  increasingly 
crowded  neighborhood. . .Meanwhile, 
Just  for  You,  which  some  Potrero 
Hillians  remember  used  to  be  located 
in  the  tight  space  now  occupied  by 
Chez  Maman,  has  expanded  its  back 
area  to  accommodate  more  diners 
hungry  for  the  best  damn  breakfast 
this  side  of  SOMA. 


Bank  on  It 

Despite  reports  that  Washington 
Mutual,  Inc.,  which  is  still  reeling 
from  previous  ill-considered 
mortgage  lending  practices,  will  be 
closing  a dozen  of  their  home  loan 
centers  in  the  Bay  Area,  the  office 
located  in  the  Potrero  Shopping 
Center  will  remain  open.  Though 
some  of  us  may  be  thankful  for  the 
continued  access  to  generally  friendly 
bankers  - remember  when  there  were 
no  financial  institutions  virtually 
anywhere  in  Southeast  San  Francisco 
- others  are  bitter  about  how  close 
banks  got  to  ruining  the  economy. 
Next  time  the  least  they  can  do  is 
throw  in  a free  toaster.... 


848  Folsom  Street 
(between  4th  and  5th  Street) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 07 


415.543.1970 
www.ltsYoga.net 


San  Francisco's  premier  Ashtanga  Yoga  studio 
featuring  the  Rocket  sequence 

FREE  class  for  new  members  with  coupon 

(offer  valid  one  per  person) 


ARTIST  & DESIGNER’S  SUPPLIES  AND  TOOLS 
FANCIFUL  GIFTS  & TOYS 
MON-FRI  9-6  . SAT  1 2-5  . FREE  PARKING 
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The  Curbside  Ethicist 


Q)  My  very  dear  friend  is  a 40- 
something  attractive  professional 
woman  who  dates  often.  Her  boss 
is  a good-looking  powerful,  married 
man  who  commands  attention  upon 
walking  into  a room.  My  friend  and 
her  married  boss  flirt  like  crazy. 
They  even  kiss  in  the  supply  closet 
on  occasion.  One  night  while  I was 
with  them  both  in  a social  situation, 
they  were  playing  footsie  under  the 
table  and  his  hand,  which  adorns  a 
wedding  ring,  was  wandering  all 
over  her  leg.  I noticed  him  flirting 
with  other  women  that  night  too.  I 
confronted  my  friend  and  asked  her 
why  she  allows  herself  to  be  put  in 
that  situation.  She  said  it  makes  her 
feel  powerful  and  then  accused  me 
of  being  judgmental.  Is  my  moral 
compass  wound  too  tight? 

A)  It’s  natural  to  be  concerned 
when  you  see  your  friend  swimming 
in  what  might  be  dangerous  waters. 
Are  you  being  judgmental?  It’s 
certainly  your  judgment  that  she’s 
placing  herself  in  a potentially 
hazardous  situation.  However,  I 
wonder  whether  your  friend  likes  a 
little  danger:  the  surreptitious  and 
forbidden  nature  of  the  encounters 
with  her  boss  might  be  a thrill  for 
her.  There  has  been  an  ethical 
boundary  crossed:  by  the  supervisor. 
As  her  boss  he’s  likely  responsible 
for  evaluating  her  performance 
and  deciding  her  pay  raises  and 
promotions.  Having  a flirtatious 
relationship  - or  likely  more  than 
flirtatious  - with  his  employee 
gives  her  an  unfair  and  very  public 
advantage;  were  the  encounters  to 


go  sour  she  might  find  herself  at  a 
sudden  disadvantage.  Each  of  their 
liaisons  - however  exciting  they 
might  be  - holds  potential  risks  - to 
his  marriage,  to  her  job,  and  to  their 
professional  reputations.  You  might 
ask  your  friend  whether  the  thrill  is 
worth  those  potential  consequences. 
She  can  then  choose  for  herself. 

Q)  In  last  month’s  View  two 
letters  to  the  editor  quite  harshly 
attacked  a Dogpatch  resident  and 
community  activist,  in  part  based 
on  a previous  View  article,  but  also 
incorporating  new  allegations  of  poor 
behavior.  No  evidence  was  presented 
to  support  the  new  allegations.  Was 
it  proper  for  the  paper  to  print  this 
unsupported  personal  attack? 

A)  The  “Letters  to  the  Editor” 
section  is  a newspaper’s  public 
forum  where  readers  can  voice  their 
opinions  about  what’s  printed  in  the 
paper.  What  makes  the  editorial 
section  powerful  is  that  readers  are 
free  to  rebut  claims  or  allegations 
made  by  writers  as  well  as  readers 
who  write  in.  These  opinions  may  or 
may  not  agree  with  the  newspaper’s 
views,  and  the  paper  isn’t  obligated 
to  ensure  that  the  letters  are 
completely  accurate.  The  View  does 
have  a professional  responsibility, 
however,  to  research  and  support 
the  conclusions  presented  in  original 
news  articles.  I suggest  you  exercise 
your  right  of  free  speech  and  submit 
what  you  feel  is  a well -supported  and 
clear  rebuttal  to  the  allegatiohs  that 
have  been  made  in  the  letters. 


Since  1975,  Goal  Hill  Pizza  has  been  serving  our  famous  sour  dough  pizza  right 
here  on  Polrero  Hill  We  now  offer  our  same  great  fare  delivered  directly  to  your 
home  or  office  Whether  it's  a pepperoni  pizza,  a meatball  sandwich,  or  pasta, 
we  now  run  it  hot  to  your  door  And,  after  all,  the  only  thing  better  than  hot  pizza 
tonight  is  cold  pizza  tomorrow  morning 


Call  today  for  a 
Goat  Hill  Pizza 

974-1303 


Goat  Hil  \ Vina 


Menu  available  at  www.poathlllplzzii.ooin 


try  something  ancient 

new  students  10%  off  a ten  class  series 


yogasita 


potrero  hi 


1501  mariposa,  no.  308,  at  arkansas 
across  from  jackson  park 
yogasitasf.com  | 415-864-SITA 

all  new  schedule  2008 


Tired  of 
our  fabulous 
city  views? 


Goat  Hill  Pizza 
now  delivers. 
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Back:  Rick  Laska,  IT;  John  Ellis,  L.Ac  ; Frank  Gilson,  D C.;  Mike  Gilson,  IT 
Front:  Fabiola  Garcia,  Manager;  Jackie  Mendoza,  Manager 


Potrero  Chiropractors 

Neck,  Back,  & Headache  Pain  Relief  Center 


Frank  Gilson,  D.C. 

Doctor  of  Chiropractic 


John  Ellis,  L.Ac. 

Licensed  Acupuncturist 


Need  pain  relief  for  an 
accident  or  injury? 


Let  us  relieve  your  neck,  back,  and 
headache  pain  naturally!! 


41  5 431  7600  - 290  Division  Street  - Suite  400 
Son  Francisco  - www.PotreroChiros.com 

Check  us  out  on  CitySearch.com,  Tribe.net,  Yelp.com 
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The  New  Chiotras  Grocery:  Same  as  it  Ever  Was 


By  Deia  de  Brito 

In  early  2006,  Ramzi  Harb 
recognized  a store  in  a Craigslist 
advertisement  photograph  and  called 
his  girlfriend  Beth  Bullard.  “Isn’t 
that  the  market  across  the  street 
from  your  mother’s  house?"  he  asked. 
Sure  enough,  Chiotras  Grocery  on 
Rhode  Island  Street  was  for  sale. 
Beth  and  Ramzi  had  been  looking  to 
buy  a cafe  in  the  Mission  for  a few 
years,  but  they  never  expected  such 
an  opportunity  to  pop-up  on  Potrero 
Hill.  To  top  off  their  stroke  of  luck, 
the  renters  in  the  upstairs  apartment 
moved-out  six  months  after  they 
purchased  the  market,  and  Beth  and 
Ramze  moved  in. 

“They  couldn’t  have  ended  up 
with  someone  more  local,  even  though 
they  advertised  on  Craigslist,”  Beth 
said  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kim,  the  Korean 
couple  that  bought  the  store  in  1993. 
“I  grew  up  in  that  house  across  the 
street.  My  great-great-grandfather 
built  it  when  he  first  came  over  from 
Russia  in  1907.” 

With  an  espresso  machine 
pumping-out  lattes  behind  the 
counter,  and  the  shelves  packed  with 
wines,  chips,  imported  cheeses,  and  a 
handful  of  organic  products,  it’s  hard 
to  imagine  the  same  market  almost 
a century  ago,  when  it  was  opened 
by  Greek  immigrant  Chris  Chiotras. 
The  determined  son  of  a Macedonian 
sheepherder,  Chiotras  started  the 
enterprise  after  years  of  shining 
shoes  and  working  as  a fireman  for 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad.  In  a 1919 
photograph,  a broad-shouldered, 
mustached  man  in  a butcher’s  apron 
looks  humbly  into  the  camera  as  he 
leans  on  his  wooden  counter.  Around 
him  are  wall-to-wall  canned  goods, 
a dozen  melons,  big  cloth  bags  of 
grain,  and  a cutting  table.  It’s  the 
number  of  cans  that’s  most  striking: 
rows  after  row  of  cans  that,  when 
purchased,  had  to  be  brought  down 
with  a mechanical  claw  on  a stick. 

Chiotras,  cut  and  ground  meat 
where  customers  now  peruse  pastries 
and  stir  cream  and  sugar  into  their 
coffee.  In  the  market’s  legendary 
tiack  room,  local  laborers  gathered 
to  drink  beer,  play  cards  and  bet  on 
horses  at  the  end  of  a day’s  work. 
Periodically  they’d  come  in  to  pay- 
off their  charge  accounts,  Chiotras 
adding  everything  up  with  an  abacus. 
After  serving  in  the  Navy  during 
World  War  n,  Chiotras’  son  Pete  took 
over  the  market  from  his  father  and, 
with  his  wife  Smaro,  ran  it  for  half 
a century. 

Throughout  his  teenage  years  in 
the  1970s,  Beth’s  brother  Joe  helped 
out  at  the  store.  Joe  remembers 
Pete  affectionately,  but  can’t  shake 
his  memory  of  how  filthy  Chiotras 
Grocery  used  to  be.  “The  store  didn’t 
change  much  over  time,”  he  said.  “It 
was  dirty,  dark  and  crowded,  and  he 
used  every  square  foot.  The  meat  was 
fresh,  but  by  today’s  health  codes, 
the  store  would  be  shut-down.”  Pete 
continued  to  rely  on  an  abacus  to 
do  his  books.  And  the  bSclTropm^- 
remained  a place  to  drirnTlJeer, 
though  Joe  recalls  Pete  sometimes 
kicking  out  hippies  that  used  the 
space  to  smoke  pot. 


In  1980,  the  Planning  Department 
found  its  way  to  the  top  of  one  of  the 
highest  streets  on  Potrero  Hill  to 
tell  Pete  that  he  was  in  trouble.  If 
he  didn’t  remove  the  decades  old 
sign  that  read  “Chiotras  Grocery” 
he'd  be  fined,  or  worse.  A new 
ordinance  had  been  adopted  that 
prohibited  projecting  commercial 
signs  in  residential  neighborhoods, 
and  the  Chiotras  sign— with  its  neon 
subheading,  “Grocery,  Fresh  Meats, 
Beer  and  Wine”  — fell  into  the 
newly  forbidden  category.  Over  the 
next  couple  of  months  Pete  gathered 
almost  500  signatures  from  customers 
petitioning  to  keep  the  sign.  A 1980 
photograph  taken  in  front  of  the 
market  shows  a diverse  group  of 
people  — elderly  women  wearing 
fur  coats,  long-haired  men  sporting 
sunglasses  and  bellbottoms,  men  in 
suits  and  ties  — holding  up  signs 
that  read  “Keep  The  Sign”  and  “Our 
Taxes  Go  For  This?” 

When  Pete  and  Smaro  moved 
to  Nevada  in  1990,  their  daughter 
Christina  remodeled  and  eliminated 
in-store  meat  cutting.  She  ran 
the  grocery  until  1993,  when  it 
transferred  from  Greek-American  to 
Korean-American  ownership. 

“It’s  ironic,”  Beth  laughs.  "When 
my  mother  was  a little  girl,  she 
couldn’t  come  to  this  store  because  her 
grandfather  had  a store  a few  doors 
down  from  Chiotras.  The  Russians 
went  to  my  great-grandfather’s  store 
and  the  Greeks  came  here.”  Beth’s 
great-grandfather,  Alec  Karetoff, 
closed  his  short-lived  market  in  the 
1920s  and  retired  at  age  35.  But  up 
until  the  1970s  — even  after  Karetoff 
died  — her  mother  couldn’t  bring 
herself  to  buy  groceries  at  Chiotras, 
sending  Beth  instead.  Joe  said  the 
conflict  was  a personal  one  between 
Chris  and  Alec,  unrelated  to  cultural 
identity.  No  one  in  the  family  can 
pinpoint  a specific  reason  for  the 
feud,  but  suspicions  point  to  the 
illegal^5ackrQDj»-bars  both  stores 
operated  during  prohibition.  “There 
was  no  animosity  between  my  mom 
and  Pete  because  it  was  a generation 
before  them.  Pete  came  over  to  the 
house  every  Christmas,”  Joe  says. 
“But  old  traditions  die  hard.” 

There  have  been  many  colorful 
incidents  in  the  Bullard  family,  most 
lacking  clear  explanation  and  many 
involving  the  notorious  Karetoff. 
He  was  once  shot  on  Rhode  Island 
Street.  “I  think  it  had  to  do  with  a 
woman,”  Beth  guessed.  “He  was  shot 
through  both  lungs,  but  the  doctors 
refused  to  see  him  right  away  because 
he  didn’t  have  money  on  him.”  The 
shooting  brings  to  mind  another 
vague  incident  involving  Karetoff, 
who  was  stabbed  on  the  same  street. 
“There  was  a lot  of  monkey  business 
around  here,”  Joe  explained.  “People 
did  things  their  own  way." 

Beth’s  childhood  home  was  next 
to  her  great-grandfather’s  house, 
which  was  next  to  her  great-great- 
aunt’s  home.  The  three  backyards 
thus  became  one,  where  her  great- 
grandfather kept  pigeons,  burned 
the  family’s  trash,  and  barbecued 
shashlyk  — a marinated  lamb  kebab 
— over  a clawdioot  tub. 


Beth  describes  Potrero  Hill  in  the 
seventies  as  a tight-knit  community 
where  everybody  knew  each  other. 
She  hung  out  at  the  Daily  Scoop, 
now  Chez  Papa,  the  Potrero  Hill 
Neighborhood  House,  th^Farm, 
which  waslpcated  at  25th  and  San 
Bruno  sweats,  and  the  Pickle  Family 
Circus  rehearsal  space  on  19th  and 
Missouri  streets.  She  recalls  sliding 
down  the  hills  on  pieces  of  cardboard 
and  breaking  up  serpentine  rock  with 
rough  local  kids. 

“I  feel  like  I’m  supposed  to 
be  here,”  Beth  says.  “Part  of  me 
feels  like  my  family’s  been  here 
forever  and  I should  go  somewhere 
else,  but  there’s  not  that  much  of 
that  around  anymore,  especially  as 
the  City  becomes  more  expensive. 
A lot  of  the  blue-collar,  original 
immigrant  families  are  moving  out 
of  the  City.” 

Roughly  a year  after  Beth  and 
Ramzi  bought  Chiotras  Grocery, 
Whole  Foods  Market  opened  on 
17th  and  Rhode  Island  streets.  “I’m 
not  gonna  lie,”  Beth  says.  “I’m  not 
terribly  happy  about  Whole  Foods 
because  they’ve  taken  a lot  of  our 
business.”  Still,  many  of  the  store’s 
customers  remain  loyal.  Priamos 
Georgiades  has  been  buying  his 
family’s  groceries  at  Chiotras  since 
he  moved  to  the  neighborhood  from 
Cyprus  10  years  ago.  “I  would  only  go 
to  Whole  Foods  for  something  specific 
that  they  don’t  have  at  Safeway  and 
don’t  have  here,”  he  said.  “It’s  too 
expensive.  ” 

Aside  from  a wider  selection  of 
goods,  Whole  Foods  lacks  something 
essential  that  every  neighborhood 
should  have:  a place  where  people 
can  experience  something  more 
meaningful  than  just  handing  over 
money  for  a product.  In  a letter  to 
the  Planning  Department  protesting 
the  removal  of  the  store’s  original 
sign,  Chiotras  family  friend  George 
Kosturas  wrote  that  the  market 
helped  with  "any  little  problems, 
such  as  use  of  the  phone  to  call  a 
doctor  or  some  other  emergency, 
groceries  on  credit  for  those  that 
were  short  until  payday,  donations 
of  cash  and  groceries  to  churches  and 
needy  people  and  many  other  things 
that  you  normally  do  not  get  at  the 
computerized,  robot  retail  outlets.” 

That  sense  of  community  is 
exactly  what  Beth  and  Ramzi  have 
in  mind  for  their  Chiotras  Grocery. 
“We’re  really  making  an  effort  to 
know  our  neighbors,  their  kids, 
their  pets,”  Beth  said.  “We  want  to 
be  a neighborhood  hub  for  passing 
information  along.  ” Beth  sometimes 
makes  deliveries  to  elderly  or  sick 


customers,  an  act  of  kindness  as  well 
as  good  business. 

Ramzi,  who  moved  to  San 
Francisco  from  the  ancient  city  of 
Bethlehem  in  1987  is  happy  to  own 
a neighborhood  market  after  many 
years  of  doing  sales,  driving  delivery 
trucks,  and  working  at  his  brother’s 
cafe.  “I  never  thought  I’d  own  a 
store,”  he  said.  “My  uncles  owned 
stores  here  and  there  in  the  City,  but 
this  is  different  than  owning  a liquor 
store.” 

“The  sheer  number  of  hours 
you  have  to  put  in  is  more  than  I 
expected,”  Beth  said.  When  they  first 
bought  the  market,  the  shelves  were 
almost  empty  and  significant  funds 
had  to  be  invested  into  restocking. 
Once  they  get  fully  on  their  feet, 
however,  Beth  and  Ramzi  intend  to 
host  a day  in  which  neighborhood 
kids  can  come  to  the  market  to  draw 
pictures  of  Blue,  the  gentle  dog  that 
greets  customers  as  they  come  and 
go,  which  will  be  featured  on  the 
market’s  walls. 

A 20-something  couple  walks 
into  the  store  at  around  noon  on  a 
Saturday.  Looking  eager  and  slightly 
lost,  they  explain  to  Beth  that  a 
neighbor  referred  them  to  Chiotras 
Grocery  for  help  finding  a Potrero 
Hill  apartment.  They  flew  the  way 

from  Boston  to  apartmen^jAint.  “We 
hear  this  is  a really  nice  place  to  live,” 
the  woman  said.  Beth  assures  her  this 
is  true  and  quickly  takes  down  their 
information  and  price  range.  She  tells 
them  she’ll  call  as  soon  as  she  hears 
of  an  available  rental. 

An  elderly  Greek  woman  named 
Mary  walks  by  and  gives  Beth  a 
boisterous  hello.  She’s  on  her  way 
to  serving  food  at  Potrero  Hill 
Neighborhood  House’s  senior  lunch 
program,  something  she’s  been  doing 
for  years.  “I  love  all  the  new  blood  in 
the  neighborhood,  but  it  makes  me 
feel  really  good  to  see  older  women 
that  have  been  up  here  since  before,  ” 
Beth  said.  “It’s  a different  place 
now.” 

“I  can’t  fight  change,”  Beth 
admits.  “I  don’t  blame  anyone  for 
wanting  to  live  here.  I don’t  own  the 
future  of  the  Hill.  But  I would  love 
to  see  families  that  come  here  raise 
their  children  here  instead  of  moving 
to  the  suburbs.  Community  requires 
people  to  stay.” 

The  storefront  sign  may  seem 
like  the  only  piece  of  history  left  at 
Chiotras,  but  the  market  has  in  some 
ways  returned  to  its  roots.  Amidst 
the  quickly  changing  neighborhood, 
a spirit  is  being  revived.  Beth  and 
Ramzi  aren’t  just  selling  groceries; 
they’re  creating  community. 


FENCES  DECKS  AND  STAIRS 

New  Construction  Repairs  and  Refinishing 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  For  20  years 
415  282  5406 
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By  David  Matsuda 

The  sun  and  the  temperature 
are  rising  as  our  Blackhawk  lifts- 
off  from  Camp  Taji  in  Iraq.  As  the 
helicopter  gunship  passes  over  the 
base’s  perimeter  walls  the  pilot 
begins  evasive  maneuvers.  Through 
the  cockpit  window  Baghdad  bobs 
and  weaves,  careens  wildly,  dipping 
suddenly  and  climbing  steeply. 
Inside  the  cabin  Hawkeye,  an  alias 
derived  from  the  1980s  television 
show  MASH,  and  I laugh  at  how  the 
photos  he’d  taken  of  palm  tree  groves, 
cars  backed-up  at  checkpoints,  and 
mosques,  are  distorted  by  the  angles 
at  which  our  helicopter  flew. 

From  the  vantage  point  of  a 
speeding  chopper  Baghdad  looks,  for 
a fleeting  moment,  like  a beautiful 
and  peaceful  city,  filled  with  stately 
homes,  tree-lined  streets  and  bustling 
markets.  A snapshot  later,  it’s 
nightmarish  scenes  of  devastation: 
bombed-out  structures,  streets 
flooded  with  sewage  and  public 
spaces  emptied  by  fear.  We  touch 
down  momentarily  to  drop-off  and 
pick-up  some  soldiers,  and  once 
again  begin  our  steep  ascent  skyward. 
Smoke  plumes  dot  the  horizon,  most 
likely  from  explosions.  Peace  is 
breaking  out  we’re  told,  violence  is 
down  in  our  area  of  operations,  but 
we're  still  in  a war  zone. 

As  we  pass  over  the  confluence  of 
the  Tigris  and  Euphrates  rivers  the 
pilot  begins  a “steep  drop  descent” 
into  Combat  Outpost  (COP)  La 
Shuk  Ran.  We  land,  and  the  deck 
gunner  immediately  jumps  from  the 
craft,  slides  open  the  door  and  we 
scramble  out,  running  for  cover.  La 
Shuk  Ran  is  surrounded  by  high- 
rise  buildings  that  tower  over  its 
defensive  walls  and  allow  snipers 
a clear  line  of  sight  into  the  COP. 
Safely  behind  concrete  blast  walls 
we  make  our  way  into  the  base  as 
the  noise  of  the  helicopter  fades  into 
the  distance  and  is  replaced  by  the 
distinctive  report  of  AK-47  assault 
rifles.  Since  it’s  only  AKs  some  of  us 
wonder  out  loud  whether  the  shots 
reflect  a Sunni  insurgents  versus 
Shia  militias  skirmish,  Shia  security 
volunteers  versus  Shia  terrorists, 
someone  scaring  birds  off  their  roof, 
or  a wedding  procession  with  joyous 
shots  being  fired  into  the  air. 

A military  base  constructed 
during  Saddam  Hussein’s  rule,  La 
Shuk  Ran  now  houses  both  United 
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Going  To  War 


States  and  Iraqi  forces.  Some  view 
this  cohabitation  as  a model  of 
cooperation,  while  others  say  we’re 
“sleeping  with  the  enemy.”  There’s 
evidence  that  the  Iraqi  Army  has  been 
infiltrated  by  the  Jaish  al-Mahdi,  the 
armed  wing  of  Moqtada  al-Sadr’s 
organization.  The  presence  of  these 
friends  by  day  enemies  by  night  Iraqi 
Army  soldiers  is,  some  suspect,  why 
La  Shuk  Ran  never  gets  mortared. 

The  Sarg,  short  for  Sergeant,  is 
waiting  for  us.  He  gives  Hawkeye 
and  me  a big  bear  hug.  Sarg  has 
been  deployed  twice,  and  has  been 
in  Iraq  for  more  than  two  years  this 
time  around.  He's  one  of  the  kindest, 


given  to  Matsuda  by  General  Petraeus. 

gentlest  people  I’ve  ever  met,  but  his 
battle  buddies  tell  me  that,  when 
provoked,  Sarg  will  kill  without 
mercy.  Sarg  and  I hit  it  off  from  the 
moment  we  met.  At  his  famous  late 
night  barbeques  we  talk  endlessly 
about  how  to  get  Americans  and 
Iraqis  to  understand  each  other  and 
move  towards  reconciliation.  Like 
Hawkeye,  Sarg  has  taken  it  upon 
himself  to  protect  “the  Doc,”  as  he 
calls  me. 


The  next  morning  we’re  up  early. 
Five  minute  cold  water  showers, 
bad  food,  outhouses  from  hell,  and 
we  roll  out  the  gate.  Our  first  stop 
is  a meeting  with  a high-ranking 
Government  of  Iraq  (Gol)  official. 
We  agree  to  sponsor  a community 
newsletter,  which  I’ll  eventually  edit 
and  write,  and  then  we’re  off  to  the 
opening  of  a girls’  elementary  school. 
During  the  ride  I chat  with  Narmy, 
a Navy  officer  who’s  serving  as  a 
“force  multiplier,”  filling  an  essential 
role  that  frees-up  another  soldier  for 
other  duty,  with  the  infantry.  She, 
like  me,  has  a family  at  home;  we 
quickly  find  common  ground. 


We  reach  the  girls’  school  and 
an  Iraqi-American  delegation  meets 
at  the  principal’s  office,  a media 
entourage  in  tow.  Sarg  scolds  me 
for  being  out  of  the  security  cordon 
when  I double  back  to  retrieve  one  of 
the  700  book  bags  that  the  delegation 
is  distributing  to  every  girl  in  the 
school.  I hand  a Barbie  backpack 
to  the  Gol  official,  who  incorporates 
it  into  his  on  camera  interview.  As 
I move  off  into  the  school  a combat 


photographer,  who  wants  to  get  shots 
of  an  anthropologist  in  action,  follows 
me  from  classroom  to  classroom. 

Here,  in  a school,  I feel  at  home 
for  the  first  time  in  months.  I walk 
from  room  to  room,  exchanging  “I 
love  you"  calls  with  the  children. 
I come  across  a fifth  grade  class 
that’s  in  the  middle  of  an  English 
lesson.  The  teacher  hands  the  lesson 
over  to  me,  and  I run  through  the 
alphabet,  pointing  at  a chalk  letter 
on  the  blackboard  and  eliciting  a 
chorus  of  "A,  a,  B,  b,  C,  c....”  I make 
sure  to  unpredictably  point  to  an 
empty  space,  which  brings  hollowing 
laughter,  and  sometimes  pretend  to 
point  at  one  letter  only  to  switch  to 
another  at  the  last  minute  after  the 
class  has  called  out  the  first  letter. 
Young  girls  with  innocent  faces, 
bright  smiles  and  lantern  eyes  break 
into  laughter.  I’m  in  heaven. 

Suddenly,  there’s  an  explosion. 
The  teacher  and  children  continue 
their  lesson  as  if  nothing  has 
happened;  the  delegation  rushes 
from  the  school.  A vehicle  from  an 
American  patrol  has  been  hit  with 
an  “explosively  formed  penetrater” 
and  several  soldiers  are  wounded. 
Our  convoy  reaches  a nearby  base 
as  the  wounded  are  prepared  for 
helicopter  medevac.  One  badly 
injured  soldier  reminds  me  of  so 
many  of  the  college  students  I teach 
in  the  states.  I lean  helplessly  against 
a wall,  sob  uncontrollably,  and 
mourn  for  this  young  person’s  future. 
As  the  wounded  are  flown  away  I 
promise  myself  to  work  towards  the 
day  when  Iraq  is  at  peace  and  I can 
visit  as  a tourist. 

Dave  Matsuda  is  a long-time 
Potrero  Hill  resident  on  leave  from 
university  teaching  to  serve  as 
an  anthropologist  with  Coalition 
Forces  in  Iraq.  You  can  email  him 
at  druncledave@comcast.net.  If 
you’d  like  to  send  a care  package 
to  a soldier  address  it  to  Dr.  Dave 
Matsuda,  HHC  2BCT  82nd  Airborne, 
Unit  *5940,  APO  AE,  09378. 


David  Matsuda  teaching  English  to  Iraqi  fifth -graders.  Superimposed  is  a coin 
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Starr  King  Open  Space: 
A Hidden  Neighborhood 
Resource 


By  Steven  J.  Moss 

Ask  a random  Potrero  Hill 
resident  if  they’ve  ever  been  to  Starr 
King  Open  Space  - or  even  know 
where  it  is  - and  they’re  likely  to  give 
you  a blank  stare.  The  thre&'hncPa 
half  acres  of  open  space,  located 
on  the  Hill’s  southeastern  side,  is, 
according  to  one  neighborhood 
activist,  who  prefers  to  remain 
anonymous,  "woefully  underutilized, 
misunderstood,  and  mismanaged.” 


Photo  by  Rebecca  Wilokowski 


The  green  space,  which  features 
stunning  views  of  Bernal  Heights, 
the  Mission,  and  Twin  Peaks,  was 
set  aside  in  the  mid-1980s  as  a land 
trust  by  the  company  that  built 
Parkview  Heights,  a nearby  high- 
density  housing  development.  The 
property  was  originally  owned  by 
the  federal  government,  which  used 
it  for  housing  during  World  War  II. 
Stan-  King  Open  space  is  managed  by 
a board  of  directors,  which  diligently 
works  to  keep  the  land  clean  of  debris 
and  invasive  plants,  and  encourages 
cultivation  of  native  flora,  such  as 
purple  needle  grass  and  soap  plant. 
Suzanne  Shields,  who  serves  as 
board  secretary,  says  volunteers 
have  removed  thousands  of  invasive 
vegetation  over  the  years. 

According  to  its  bylaws,  the 
board  is  supposed  to  be  elected  by 
Hill  residents.  Hoy/ever,  elections 
tend  to  be  tightly-controlled  affairs, 
with  little  outreach  or  publicity. 
Shields  “has  made  it  very  difficult 
for  groups  to  use  the  space,  unless 


Same  II c*  </.  . . 

* ■*  y I II  i II 

* M 8 « ■-  am  8 i o ■■ 

* Laiincli*^ 

* 1>  Fold 


Stop  Service 

415.82  6.04  22  1503  20th  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


you  just  want  to  rake-up  some 
grass  occasionally,”  according  to 
the  neighborhood  activist.  The 
nonprofit’s  most  recent  tax  forms,  as 
reported  by  Guidestar.org,  date  from 
2000.  One  of  the  board  members 
listed  in  that  filing,  Dale  Fetter,  who 
was  identified  as  “vice-president,” 
^had  a messy  falling-out  with  the 
organization  a few  years  ago  amidst 
accusations  of  financial  impropriety. 
Shields  was  unresponsive  to  repeated 
requests  by  the  View  to  obtain  a list 
of  current  board  members. 

While  relatively  unknown  in  the 
community,  the  space  is  actively  used 
by  students  and  teachers  at  Starr 
King  Elementapy  School,  which  is  L/ 
located  clo^e-Jyr  It’s  also  frequentedc^T^ 
by  the  local  dog  population,  though, 
according  to  one  Yelp  reviewer,  “it’s 
not  five  stars  because  some  careless 
dog  owners  don’t  pick-up  after  their 
dogs.” 

According  to  Shields,  Starr  King 
is  “set-up  to  be  open  space;  that’s 
the  way  the  land  was  meant  to 
be.  It’s  not  set-up  to  be  developed 
into  a playground,  or  ball  field,  or 
something  like  that.”  As  a result, 
the  area  has  no  benches,  picnic 
tables,  or  even  identifying  signs. 

“San  Francisco  has  lots  and  lots  of 
hilltop  open  spaces.  But  this  is  the 
only  one  not  owned  by  the  Parks  and 
Recreation  Department.” 

“We  received  a small  amount  of 
money  that  had  to  be  given  by  the 
developer  in  order  to  maintain  the 
land,”  said  Shields.  “The  way  it  has 
always  worked  is  that  the  money  has 
stayed  invested  and  we  have  used 
the  interest  from  the  money  to  pay 
for  things  like  insurance  and  the 
firebreak,  which  has  to  be  done  every 
year."  The  organization  listed  total 
net  assets  of  roughly  $114,000  in  its 
2000  returns. 

Shields  points  to  the  countless 
hours  she  and  other  board  members 
have  dedicated  to  the  space. 
However,  while  the  group’s  devotion 
to  the  land  is  unquestioned  some 
residents  wonder  whether  the  area, 
one  of  the  rare  strips  of  open  space 
in  a portion  of  the  City  that  notably 
lacks  greenery,  is  as  accessible  to 
the  neighborhood  as  it  could  be. 
According  to  the  activist,  “Shields 
likes  to  hold  her  cards  very  close  to 
her  chest  and  control  what  happens 
there.  That  has  ultimately  meant  that 
not  much  has  happened.  I’d  like  the 
open  space  to  be  improved  to  benefit 
everyone  in  the  community.” 
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Suddenly,  it  becomes  a subversion  of  progress  to  assert  the  common-sense 
principle  that  communities  exist  for  the  health  and  enjoyment  of  those  who 
live  in  them,  not  for  the  convenience  of  those  who  drive  through  them,  fly 
over  them,  or  exploit  their  real  estate  for  profit. 

— Theodore  Roszak 
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Potrero  Hill  Resident  Ron 
Activist-Learning 


By  Emily  Wilson 

Director,  actor,  author,  and 
gardener  Ron  Davis  has  lived  in 
Potrero  Hill  for  nearly  four  decades; 
ever  since  the  rent  on  his  North  Beach 
apartment  doubled,  from  $65  to  $130, 
and  he  went  searching  for  a cheaper 
place  to  live. 

Influenced  by  Bertolt  Brecht, 
the  German  poet,  playwright  and 
director,  Davis  founded  the  legendary 
San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  in  1965. 
Davis,  like  Brecht,  believed  theater 
was  a way  to  change  society.  "It 
was  a reaction  against  capitalism,” 
he  said  about  the  Mime  Troupe.  “We 
were  Marxists  without  a party.” 

A half-decade  after  he  started 
it  Davis  left  the  Mime  Troupe.  “It 
didn’t  have  any  place  to  go,”  he 
said.  “Americans  have  no  idea  how 
to  organize  anything  over  the  long- 
term. We  didn’t  have  any  theory  and 
we  needed  some." 

For  the  past  20  years  Davis 
has  been  involved  with  various 
neighborhood  groups,  including 
the  now  defunct  Potrero  Commons, 
which  in  the  early  1990s  tried  to  stop 


development  of  the  Victoria  Mews, 
located  at  18th  and  Arkansas  streets. 
He’s  taught  at  San  Francisco  State 
University  (SFSU)  and  New  York 
University.  And  he’s  continually 
pursuing  formal  education,  obtaining 
a masters  in  theater  from  Humboldt 
State  in  1995,  and  another  in  Ecology 
from  SFSU  in  2004.  In  between, 
in  2001,  Davis  spent  six  months 
living  in  a tent  while  earning  his 
master  gardener  certificate  from  the 
University  of  California  (UC),  Santa 
Cruz  Farm  and  Garden  Program. 

Longtime  friend  Paul  Kleyman, 
editor  of  Aging  Today , the  Newspaper 
of  the  American  Society  on  Aging, 
met  Davis  in  the  1960s  when  Kleyman 
was  a draft  resister  assigned  to  work 
at  Glide  Memorial  Church.  Davis 
visited  the  church  to  attend  meetings 
and  workshops. 

Kleyman  enjoys  Davis’  creativity 
and  intellectual  wanderlust.  "He’s  a 
remarkable  person  with  unflagging 
vitality,”  Kleyman  said.  “He  is 
constantly  seeking  alternatives  or 
new  knowledge  that  will  lead  to  new 
ways  of  living  and  doing  things.  I just 
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Davis  Pursues  a Life  of 


marvel  at  him.” 

Davis  said  his  focus  has 
increasingly  shifted  to  ecology.  To 
consume  less,  he  said,  is  a radical 
act.  “If  you  really  want  to  undermine 
capitalism,  become  an  ecologist,” 
he  said.  “They  are  much  more 
progressive.” 

Currently  Davis  is  combining 
his  interests  in  ecology,  politics 
and  theater  as  part  of  a doctoral 
dissertation  he’s  pursuing  at  UC 
Davis’  Theater  and  Dance  Department 
entitled  “The  End  of  Political  Theatre 
in  the  Age  of  Empire,  Mime,  Gestus, 
Non-Verbal  Communication  and 
Brecht,  plus  Ecological  Aesthetics, 
the  Way  to  Go”. 

The  dissertation  will  use  Davis’ 
knowledge  about  political  theater 
to  explore  Brecht,  the  history  of  the 
San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe  with  a 
parallel  London  group,  Joint  Stock, 
and  to  examine  what  an  ecological 
aesthetic  could  be,  says  Larry  Bogad, 
Davis’  thesis  advisor.  “He’s  really 
pioneering  this  idea  of  ecological 
aesthetics  and  what  that  would  look 


like  and  moving  it  forward  it  into  the 
world,”  Bogad  said. 

Bogad  said  he  first  heard  the 
term,  “ecological  aesthetic”  from 
Davis.  One  example  is  the  “paper 
movies”  Davis  creates,  in  which  he 
uses  drawings  on  a scroll  turned 
by  a crank,  accompanied  by  actors, 
to  explain  organic  farming.  Davis 
presents  the  movies,  which  are  about 
15  minutes  long,  at  local  farmers’ 
markets. 

“Most  people  who  are  organic 
consumers  don’t  understand  how 
farming  works,”  Davis  said.  “We  are 
trying  to  deepen  their  understanding 
of  what  it  means  to  be  ecological.  If 
we  don’t  go  organic,  we’re  simply 
going  to  kill  people  with  pesticides. 
It’s  a serious  thing.” 

Davis  may  have  serious  beliefs, 
but  Kleyman  says  there’s  a lighter 
side  to  him  as  well.  “You  know,  with 
all  of  that  intense  political  discussion, 
he  has  a marvelous  sense  of  humor,” 
Kleyman  said.  “Every  time  I leave 
his  company  I’m  engaged  and  in  good 
humor.” 


And  we're  not  talking  billy  goats!  Local  lore 
holds  that  Potrero  Hill  was  once  home  to 
roaming  goats.  Today  it's  home  to  individuals 
who  wish  to  live  in  one  of  the  City's  finest 
neighborhoods— and  you  can  still 
find  Douglas  Ruark  roaming  about, 
showing  them  the  way  home. 

Whether  you're  buying  or  selling 
property,  today  or  tomorrow, 
please  call  or  stop  by  our 
Potrero  office  to  learn  how  his 
market  savvy  and  dedication 
will  put  you  on  top. 
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It’s  Free,  But  You  Have  To  Know  It 


By  Elias  Stahl 

In  1 996  one  of  the  most  progressive 
constitutions  in  the  world  was  ratified 
in  South  Africa,  promising  clean 
air,  water,  and  land  to  all  citizens. 
Although  the  United  States  can't 
boast  such  broad  guarantees,  it  does 
promise  a few  liberties.  Today,  as 
Americans,  and  as  Californians, 
we’re  privileged  with  all  sorts  of 
freedoms;  but  there  are  a few  you  may 
not  know  about. 

For  example,  every  Californian 
is  guaranteed  free  water.  Businesses 
- including  cafes,  restaurants,  and 
bars  - that  have  a permanent  sink 
must  provide  complimentary  water 
to  anyone  who  asks  for  it,  regardless 
of  whether  they’re  a customer  or 
not.  Establishments  that  charge 
for  a cup,  or  insist  that  a purchase 
must  be  made,  are  in  violation  of 
Article  10  Section  5 of  the  California 
Constitution. 

Another  law  that  one  learns 
when  roaming  about  downtown  San 
Francisco  is  that  hotel  lobbies  are 
legally  considered  a public  meeting 
place.  Even  if  you’re  not  a hotel  guest, 
as  long  as  you’re  behaving  yourself, 
and  don’t  appear  to  be  “loitering," 
you  can’t  be  thrown  out.  Just  be  sure 
that  you  don’t  wander  into  other  parts 
of  the  establishment,  from  which  you 
can  be  legally  ejected.  Similarly, 
while  nonprofit  museums  may  post 
an  admission  fee,  under  federal  tax 
law  you  can  ask  that  it  be  waived,  and 
enjoy  the  facility  for  free. 

There  are  other  useful  laws  that 
many  people  are  unaware  of  that  can 
save  time  and  money.  For  example,  in 
some  municipalities  if  a meter  maid 
is  in  the  act  of  writing  you  a ticket, 
and  you  run-up  to  them  and  tell  them 
it’s  your  car,  they’re  supposed  to  tear 
the  ticket  up.  And  should  you  be 
cited  for  speeding,  be  sure  to  ask  the 
officer  how  he  measured  your  speed. 


If  he  tagged  you  based  on  radar,  and 
you  haven’t  seen  a “radar  zone”  sign 
posted  for  a mile  or  so,  you  may  not 
have  to  pay  the  ticket. 

A federal  law  that  travelers  may 
take  advantage  of  more  often  then 
they’d  like  states  that  if  your  air  flight 
is  delayed  for  more  than  three  hours 
unrelated  to  weather  or  other  natural 
phenomenon,  the  airline  has  to  offer 
you  compensation  and  food  for  the 
time  you’ve  been  waiting.  However, 
this  law  apparently  doesn't  apply 
if  you’re  stuck  inside  an  airplane, 
waiting  on  the  tarmac. 

One  law,  passed  in  1999,  has  never 
been  fully  observed  in  California.  The 
California  Air  and  Water  Law  states 
that  gasoline  stations  must  provide 
their  customers  with  access  to  free 
air  and  water.  The  law  also  requires 
that  at  least  one  sign  be  posted  at  the 
service  station  informing  customers 
of  that  fact.  The  sign,  which  seems 
to  be  rarely  posted,  is  supposed  to 
include  a toll-free  telephone  number 
which  can  be  used  to  complain  if  the 
service  station  isn’t  following  the 
law.  A $50  fine  a day  can  be  imposed 
should  this  law  be  broken. 

We’re  privileged  to  live  in  a 
country  in  which  we  have  these  laws. 
Some  business  owners,  hotel  security, 
and  even  police  officers  may  not  be 
fully  aware  of  them,  but  they  exist, 
and  we  should  take  advantage  of 
them.  The  next  time  you’re  thirsty 
and  want  a cup  of  water,  or  you’re 
tired  and  want  a place  to  sit,  take 
the  law  into  your  own  hands.  These 
laws  may  be  obscure,  old,  or  ignored, 
but  they  were  passed  for  a reason,  so 
enjoy  them.  And  while  you’re  at  it, 
enjoy  California. 

Elias  Stahl  is  a sophomore 
at  Berkeley  High  School.  The 
View  encourages  youth  to  submit 
their  articles  and  ideas:  editor@ 
potreroview.net. 


and  Skjn  Treatment  Spa 

inflfi 


Winter  Specials 

Bring  a Friend  Special 

Bring  a friend  who  is  p first  time  customer  and 
both  individuals  will  receive  20%  off*  of  services. 

'iff  Certificate  Special 

irchase  a gift  certificate  from  11/1/07  to 
2/15/07  and  receive*20%off*  regular  gift  cer* 
Hficate  price. 

Cal-train  Commuter  Special 

Cal  train.  commuter  who  show  a vailid  monthly  pass 

will  receive  10%  off*  all  services. 

Everywoek  Monday  through  Thursday 

(Except  Holidays,  and  Christmas  season(l 2/26- 12/31.) 

'A;-  ill-. I I'.int  f Jl  jl  j«rvlce». 

ipetljlj  4rc  *ub|«<t  to  n|y  time  without  notice 

Quince  Spa 

640  Texds  St.  (@  Sierra  St.) 
Sdn  Francisco,  CA  94107 
415.920.9888 
www.  q u i ncespd . co  m 


fifs 

W >»'  r 


A Stylish  Salon 
Dedicated  To  Lift  Your  Spirit ! 
Come  For  The  Experience 


Now  in  San  Francisco 's  SOMA  /Mission  Bay 
IN  THE  HEART  OF  THE  DESIGN  DISTRICT 


A GREAT  LENGTHS  CERTIFIED  SALON 


Hair  Extensions 


SCHEDULE  AN  APPOINTMENT  NOW 
START  THE  YEAR  WITH  A NEW  LOOK! 


HAIR  STUDIO 


For  Appointments  Call  415-431  - HAIR  (4247)  Walk-ins  Welcome 
665  Townsend  Street  San  Francisco,  Ca  94 1 03 


SF  HOUND  LOUNGE 

DOG  DAYCARE 

“The  folks  at  SF  Hound  Lounge  are  amazing! 

They  truly  take  care  of  your  dog. " 


ALL  DA  V FUN  AFFECTION  & 
REJUVENATION 


New  small  dog  area! 

Weekday  AND  Weekend  Daycare. 

Licensed  boarding,  exclusively  for 
daycare  clients. 


www.sfhoundlounge.com 

(415)  255-1170  > 2825  Mariposa  Street' 
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City  Car  Share  Gets  San 
Franciscans  Where  They 


Want  to  Go 

By  Tiffany  Green 

According  to  its  mission 
statement,  City  Car  Share  (CCS), 
which  is  the  only  nonprofit  car- 
sharing/rental car  organization  in 
the  Bay  Area,  seeks  “to  provide 
convenient,  affordable  access  to  cars 
so  that  we  can  reduce  individual 
car  ownership,  and  improve  the 
environment  and  quality  of  life 
in  our  cities.”  Since  its  launch 
in  2001,  CCS,  which  provides  car 
sharing  in  Berkeley,  Oakland  and  San 
Francisco,  has  grown  tremendously, 


almost  doubling  its  annual  revenues 
from  2003  to  2005.  After  years  of 
deficits  CCS  started  showing  a profit 
in  2005.  Its  for-profit  competitors 
include  Flex-car  and  Zip  Car,  which 
recently  merged. 

In  addition  to  providing  car- 
sharing services,  CCS  offers  a web- 
based  roadmap  for  individuals  who 
want  to  start  their  own  car-sharing 
organization.  Since  2001  the  nonprofit 
has  received  upwards  of  a dozen  and 
a have  awards,  including  SF  Weekly's 
Best  of  San  Francisco,  San  Francisco 
Bay  Guardian's  Best  of  the  Bay,  and 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisor’s  Resolution  and 
Certificate  of  Honor. 


7 back  the  family 
insurance  I sell 
with  good  neighbor 
service.  Call  me.  ” 


Like  a 

Good  Neighbor 
State  Farm 
Is  There 


See  me  for  (-dr.  Home.  Life,  dnA 
Hedlih  Imurjrue 


X 


LINDA  K.  WILLIAMS 
1536  20th  Street 
648-1155 


e-nuil:  lindj.williamt  tgui'iMCcfaiin  min 


V 


Stoto  form  tnunneo  Compon+t  . Homo  P f».»«  Akxy’Wigfty.  Bnou 


CITY  COLLEGE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SPRING  SEMESTER  BEGINS  JANUARY  14TH 


Space  is  still  available  in  many  courses  this  Spring  at 
City  College  of  San  Francisco's  Evans  Campus 
located  at  1400  Evans  Ave.  (corner  of  Mendell  St.). 
Instruction  begins  January  14th.  Credit  courses  are  just 
$20  per  unit.  Noncredit  courses  are  FREE. 

Select  the  course(s)  you  want,  and  go  directly  to  class  with  an  add 
form.  See  sampling  below  and/or  visit  www.ccsf.edu 


CREDIT  COURSES 


CRN# 

Course  Title 

Days 

Times 

Room  # 

36348 

Auto  Mechanics  Intro 

MTW 

8 am-12  noon 

103 

36350 

Auto  Mechanics  Intro 

WThF 

1-5  pm 

103 

36351 

Auto  Mechanics  Intro 

MTWTh 

6:30-9:30  pm 

103 

37223 

Automotive  Electrical 

MTW 

12:30-4:30  pm 

114 

38223 

Automotive  Electrical 

MTWTh 

6:30-9:30  pm 

110 

37221 

Auto/Moto  Custom  Paint. 

TTh 

12:30-3:30  pm 

115 

38642 

Body  Repair  & Refinishing 

Sat 

8 am-2:30  pm 

112 

38598 

Body  Repair  Principles 

TTh 

6:30-9:30  pm 

112 

36352 

Brakes,  Susp.,  Alignment 

TWTh 

12:30-4:30  pm 

108 

38225 

Custom  Metal  Fabrication 

TTh 

6:30-9  pm 

115 

36354 

Engine  Repair 

MWTh 

8 am-12  noon 

115 

37800 

Engine  Perf.  /Drivability 

MTW 

8 am-12  noon 

114 

37801 

Motorcycle  Design/Maint 

M-W 

6:30-9  pm 

115 

38134 

Motorcycle  Design/Maint 

Sat 

9 am-2:30  pm 

115 

38224 

Motorcycle  Tune-Up/Service  Sat 

8 am-2:30  pm 

114 

38226 

Motorcycle  Electrical  Sys. 

MW 

6:30-9:30  pm 

112 

FREE  NONCREDIT  COURSES 

CRN# 

Course  Title 

Days 

Times 

Room  # 

42572 

ESL  for  Construction 

MW 

2-4:30  pm 

232C 

43549 

Janitorial  Workers  Comm. 

Sat 

8 am-1  pm 

TBD 

For  more  information  call  415.550.4797  or  visit  www.ccsf.edu 


Sold,  sold,  and  sold! 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Trust  your  real  estate  transactions 
To  the  #1  Agent  on  Potrero  Hill 


Susan  Oik,  crs 

415.552.0129  x155 

SusanCRS@aol.com 

www.susanolk.com 


Rarely  Available  Home 

Incredible  views  from  this 
unique,  contemporary  and 
much  sought  after  North 
Slope  three  bedroom  home. 

Sold  for  $1,700,000! 


Susan  is  both  your  Potrero  Hill 
neighbor  and  Realtor0.  With 
her  keen  business  sense  and 
warm  approach  to  client  service, 
she  is  at  once  upscale  and  down 
to  Earth.  Kind  of  like  Potrero  Hill. 


And  with  nearly  30  years  of  San 
Francisco  real  estate  expertise 
in  the  city's  most  exclusive 
neighborhoods,  and  of  course 
her  own  home  base  of  Potrero 
Hill,  it's  no  wonder  she's  the  first 
person  so  many  San  Franciscans 
turn  to  for  guidance  when  they 
decide  to  buy  or  sell  property. 


She's  been  at  the  top  of  this 
game  for  years;  when  only  the 
best  of  both  worlds  will  do, 
call  Susan  Oik. 


North  Slope  Stunner 

Beautifully  remodeled  three 
bedroom,  three  bath  tri- 
level home  with  exceptional 
City  and  Bay  Views. 

Sold  for  $1,675,000! 


Penthouse  Living 

Unbeatable  Bridge-to-Bridge 
views  await  the  new  owner 
of  this  three  bed,  two  bath 
penthouse  condominium. 

Sold  for  $1,200,000! 


THE  POTRERO  VIEW  January  2008 


11 


New  Kids 

By  Melissa  Glorieux 

Lula  Poyraz  Notz  joined  her  parents,  Basak  and  John,  on  November  29. 
Lula  is  enjoying  her  walks  around  the  Hill,  particularly  along  her  own  400 
block  of  Mississippi  Street. 

John  and  Victoria  Offenhartz,  and  baby2B  brother,  due  this  month,  would 
like  to  wish  their  lil*  be^n  Claire  a very  happy  second  birthday,  January  9. 
y Leo  Katz  turns  ^/on  January  16.  He’s  having  a Power  Rangers  party 
at  My  Gym  with  his  friend  Bodhi  Tippo. 

2^  Happy  birthday  to  Charlie  Berk,  who  turns  tytion  January  29.  Among 
his  presents  will  be  a baby  sister,  due  right  around  the  same  time! 


Superior 

Service 

Guaranteed 


i CEUCA  SALON 

L»3rJ  Your  Auto  Specialist  Sinte  1979 


0 

BBB 

— T~ 


Full  Automotive  Service 


All  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  & Imported  SUVs 

1 633  Valencia  Street 


415-647-2355  * Shuttle  to  BART  » www.celicasalon.com  * Mon  - Fri  8am  - 6pm 


M F M Market 

H99  De  Haro  Street  at  23ra  Street,  San  Francisco 
tel.  4- fax  925.  282.  2092 

Hours  Mon -Fri  7:ooam  - 7:oopm  Sat  8:ooam-7:oopm 


Please  join  us... 

EIR  Scoping  Meeting  for  the 
UCSF  Medical  Center  at  Mission  Bay 


Thursday,  January  24,  2008 

7:00  p.m. 

UCSF  Mission  Bay  campus* 

Genentech  Hall  - 600  16th  street  @ 4th  street 

The  EIR  scoping  meeting  provides  an  opportunity  for 
the  community  to  discuss  the  scope  and  content  of  the 
environmental  information  they  expect  to  see  included  in  the 
Draft  Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR).  This  allows  UCSF  to 
learn  about  potential  concerns  early,  as  well  as  further  define  the 
issues,  feasible  alternatives,  and  potential  mitigation  measures 
that  may  warrant  in-depth  analysis  in  the  environmental  review 
process.  This  meeting  is  not  required  by  law. 

The  Initial  Study  includes  a project  description,  potential 
environmental  impacts,  and  proposed  mitigation  measures  for 
any  significant  effects.  The  Initial  Study  will  be  available  online 
at  http://campusplanning.ucsf.edu  beginning  January  12,  2008. 
You  can  obtain  a paper  or  CD  copy  by  calling  476-291 1 . 


I The  Draft  EIR  is  expected  to  be  published  in  March  2008;  the 
public  hearing  on  the  Draft  EIR  is  expected  to  be  held  in  April  2008. 
If  you  would  like  to  be  notified  about  the  publication  of  the 
Draft  EIR,  or  if  you  would  like  to  attend  the  public  hearing, 
please  contact  us  at  community@cgr.ucsf.edu  or  476-3206. 


Market  is  proud 
to  introduce 
‘Tor  Goodness  Cakes” 
By  Mercedes  Ferreira 

Coming  in  early  2008 


'UCSF  Mission  Bay  is  served  by  Muni's 
T-Third  light  rail.  Complimentary  parking  is 
available  on  the  night  of  January  24  in  the 
open-air  lot  on  4th  Street,  off  16th  Street. 

UCbc  MoHi/'al  PontoK  Pleasevisitwww.community.ucsf.edu 

IVItJUICdl  Uenier  for  more  information  and  meeting  updates 

UCSF  fully  subscribes  to  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act.  If  you  feel  you  have  a need 
for  accommodation,  contact  415/476-3206 
with  your  suggested  accommodation. 


We  sell  Potrero  and  more  — 
we  get  results! 


749  Carolina 


768  DeHaro 


642  Hampshire  749  Carolina 


We  are  Potrero! 

• Consistently  Potrero  Hill's  #1  Selling  Team 

• Over  one  quarter  BILLION  dollars  in 
San  Francisco  sales 

• 40  combined  years  specializing  in 
Potrero  Hill  property 

• "On  the  Hill  to  Serve  the  Community  Better" 
long  before  it  was  pricey  or  hip 


Ml  - 

613  Carolina 


O 


REAL  ESTATE 

* Z*phjrr  RmI  Cit.st*  co.'npvtr 


1 542  20th  Street  at  Connecticut 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


466  Missouri 


787  San  Bruno  2920  21st  Street 


Christine  824.7200  ext  1 16 
Rebecca  824.7200  ext  1 1 1 
Matthew  824.7200  ext  113 
Hallie  824.7200  ext  1 18 


571  Texas  768  DeHaro 


12  THE  POTRERO  VIEW  January  2008 


Jewish  Books  Provide 
Clubs  with  Grist  for  Good 
Conversations 


Potrero  Hill  residents  Sandra 
Ortiz  Taylor  and  Dianne  O’Connell 
have  been  members  of  their  book 
group  for  well  over  a decade.  Despite 
relying  on  reputable  review  sources, 
soliciting  bookshop  recommendations 
and  personal  testimonials,  they  ended 
up  being  disappointed  by  many  of  the 
titles  their  group  carefully  selected. 
What’s  more,  borrowing  books  from 
libraries  or  buying  them  could  be 
a hassle,  especially  with  new  or 
expensive  hard  covers. 

The  book  group,  of  which  only 
half  of  whom  are  Jewish,  were 
delighted  to  learn  about  the  Jewish 
Community  Library’s  free  “Book 
Club  in  a Box”  program.  When  they 
received  Bernard  Cooper’s  masterful 
memoir  The  Bill  from  My  Father, 
the  box  included  12  copies  of  the 
book,  discussion  questions,  reviews, 
interviews,  and  other  supplementary 
material,  all  of  which  helped  to  focus 
their  discussion.  They  next  read  Saul 
Bellow’s  classic  Seize  the  Day  and 
Philip  Roth’s  “what  ifj’  novel  Jhe 
Plot  Agairist  AmppcA 

Potrero  Pix= 


“It’s  so  much  fun  to  match 
readers  with  a book,  and  then  talk  to 
them  afterward  to  see  how  they  liked 
it.  I can’t  believe  every  book  group 
in  the  City  isn’t  participating,"  said 
Jim  Van  Busktik,  obviously  enjoying 
his  new  parCttme  job  as  the  Book 
Group  Coordinator.  “Some  groups 
borrow  one  titlevand  move  on;  other 
groups  over  the  course  of  the  years 
have  read  the  majomty  of  the  over  70 
titles,”  said  th^longtime  Hijfresidpnt 
who  recently  retired  from  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library.  “New 
titles  are  continually  being  added, 
with  careful  attention  paid  to  the 
literary  quality  and  discussability.  Of 
course  we  have  wildly  popular  titles 
like  Michael  Chabon’s  The  Yiddish 
Policerpeq’s  Union  but  we  really 
stTive  to  find  the  ‘sleepers’  like  Dalia 
Sofer’s  beautiful  The  Septembers  of 
Shiraz  and  Anya  Ulinich’s  darkly 
Tmmorous  Petropolis." 

For  more  information,  visit 
http://bjesf.org/library_bookgroups. 
htm  and/or  contact  Jim  Van  Buskirk, 
Book  Group  Coordinator  at  415-567- 
3327  x712  or  jvanbuskirk@bjesf.org 


_ong-tim£/Potrero  Hill 
resident  Sara  Moss, 
six-years  old,  reaches 
for  an  over-sized 
onion  ring  at  Custom 
Burger,  located  on 
7th  Street,  South- 
of-Market.  Photo  by 
Debbie  Findling. 


Mission  Bay 
Sunrise. 

Photo  by  Dick 
Christian. 


Kicking  Back  with  John  Burton 


By  Tom  Donald 

The  first  thing  one  notices  about 
John,  as  he  made  clear  he  wanted  to  be 
called,  is  that  he’s  a large  man.  He’s 
also  a (^ngtiip^Potrero  Hill  resident, 
and  as  wecnatted  at  Chiotras  Market 
on  Rhode  Island  Street  a parade  of 
friends  and  acquaintances  stopped 
by  to  say  hello  and  trade  friendly 
barbs. 

John  and  his  wife  moved  to  the 
Hill  in  the  mid-1960s,  attracted  by 
the  affordable  housing  and  family- 
friendly  neighborhood,  “with  the 
additional  advantage  of  great 
weather.”  His  daughter  Kimiko  and 
her  husband  Emilo  Cruz  also  still  live 
in  the  neighborhood. 

John  doesn’t  suffer  fools 
graciously,  be  they  political  or 
otherwise.  And  in  like  manner,  he 
takes  a dim  view  of  what  he  terms 
the  “progress”  that's  transformed  the 
Hill  in  recent  years.  “It  used  to  be  a 
real  neighborhood;  ethnic,  working 
class,  old-country  people.  Everyone 
cared  about  each  other,  looked  out 
for  the  next  guy.  Now  it’s  all  about 
three  cars  for  every  household  and 
coffee  that  costs  too  much.”  When 
asked  about  his  legacy  now  that’s  he’s 
reached  three-quarters  of  a century 


John's  answer  was  simple:  “We  just 
tried  to  do  the  right  thing.” 

The  right  thing  covered  more  than 
four  decades.  John  enjoyed  a long  and 
storied  career  that  took  him  from  the 
California  State  Assembly,  to  the 
U.S.  Congress,  back  to  the  Assembly 
and  finally,  to  the  California  State 
Senate,  from  which  he  retired  in  2004 
as  President  Pro  Tempore.  When 
asked  whether  he  missed  public  life 
his  answer  was  surprisingly  candid. 
“Not  at  all.  I’m  too  busy  doing  other 
things.”  Among  them  is  the  John 
Burton  Foundation,  for  which  John 
serves  as  chairman.  The  foundation 
advocates  on  behalf  of  disadvantaged 
people  and  provides  grants  to 
community-based  nonprofits  that 
help  children  who  have  been  impacted 
by  homelessness  and  poverty. 

Like  most  Hill  dwellers,  John 
appreciates  the  neighborhood’s 
family-owned  businesses,  and  is  a 
regular  customer  at  The  Good  Life 
Grocery,  Eliza’s,  and  Goat  Hill  Pizza. 
And  similar  to  most  politicians,  he 
reads  the  papers  every  morning.  And 
the  View  every  month. 

Tom  Donald  is  a film  director 
who  lives  with  his  wife  Mitzi  Ngim  on 
the  outer  reaches  of  Potrero  Hill. 


Former  state  and  federal  legislator  and  long-time  Potrero  Hill  resident  John  Burton 
holds  court  at  Chiotras  Grocery  on  Rhode  Island  Street.  Photo  by  Tom  Donald. 


Caleb  Clark  Health  Center  staff  members  Michael  Drennan,  Stanley  Whiters, 
Leticia  Rodriguez,  Cheryl  Denson,  Rowena  Soriben,  Judy  Wierzba,  Sushma 
Magnuson,  Terry  Tolentino,  Evita  Mullins  and  Stephen  Goodman  in  front  their 
newly  painted  building. 

Send  us  your  photographs  of  Southeast  San  Francisco 
happenings:  editor@potreroview.net 
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Southeast  San  Francisco  Has  High  Rates  of  Premature  Births 


Soucre:  State  of  California,  Environmental  Health  Investigations  Branch. 


Preterm 

Statistically 

Significant 

Elevated  Rates 

Pre  term  Birth 
Rates  in 
California  2001 
200J  (X  of  all 
births 


0 to  0.04 
0.04  to  0.06 
0.06  to  0.08 
0.08  to  0.1 
0.1  to  0.12 
0.12  to  0.14 
0.14  to  0.16 
0.16  + 

Out  ol  ungr 


Though  researchers  are  unsurjs  of  the  underlying  causes,  Southeast  San  Francisco  suffers  from  a higher  incident  of  pre-term  births  than  other  Bay  Area  locations. 
Possible  factors  include  poor  air  quality,  unhealthy  lifestyles,  and/or  poverty. 


Bistro  350 


located  in  Potrero  Hill 
350  Rhode  Island 
San  Francisco,  CA 


The  California  Culinary  Academy 's  newest  restaurant , Bistro  350, 
offers  a contemporary  dining  experience  with  bistro  fare. 


EnjOy  savory  elections  from  some  of  the  most 
promising  young  chefs!  House-made  Pastas, 
Rack  of  Lamb,  Lobster  and  Poached  Salmon 
Medallions  and  more...  All  accompanied  by  an 
international  wine  list  and  exceptional  service. 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Friday 
Lunch  1 1 :30  A.M.  - 1 P.M. 


* f £ 

«? 

fvam  i 

1 III  In 

4 •M ^ 

SjM 

I j 

mlf 

California  Culinary  Academy 

Le  Cordon  Bleu  Program 

rancisco 


Reservations:  415-216-4329 
Events  of  15  or  more:  415-216-4338 

Email:  evenfs@culinary.edu 
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Athletic  Fields 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

However,  there’s  evidence  that 
this  type  of  artificial  turf  contains 
toxins  that  are  potentially  damaging 
to  athletes.  Due  to  the  metallic 
compounds  found  in  tires,  the 
product’s  health  risks  to  athletes 
— particularly  children  — who 
could  accidental  inhale  the  rubber 
pellets  or  sustain  a skin  abrasion, 
have  been  the  subject  of  several 
inquiries.  Environmental  reviews 
have  produced  a spectrum  of  results, 
with  some  reports  contending  that 
rubber  infill  is  a high-risk  substance, 
while  others  claiming  that  metallic 
toxin  levels  are  so  miniscule  as  to  be 
negligible.  One  study  conducted  by 
the  French  government  found  that 
the  health  risks  associated  with  the 
material  “give  no  cause  for  concern;” 
while  a study  by  Rutgers  University 
determined  that  six  cancer-causing 
agents,  known  as  PAHs,  were  above 
the  concentration  levels  deemed 
hazardous  by  the  New  York  State 
Department  of  Environmental 
Conservation. 

With  such  mixed  information, 
better  data  is  needed  before  a fully- 
informed  judgment  can  be  made 
on  possible  risks.  New  York  State 
Assemblyman  Steve  Englebright 
has  called  for  a moratorium  on  the 
use  of  Field  Turf  until  more  studies 
are  conducted.  A group  of  Potrero 
Hill  residents  concerned  about  the 
material’s  long-term  health  impacts 
have  similarly  taken  the  issue  to  the 
San  Francisco  Department  of  the 
Environment,  and  are  requesting  that 
an  Environmental  Impact  Review 
be  conducted  before  any  additional 
parks  are  turfed-over. 

“We  want  grass,  not  plastic  to 
walk  on.  We  need  air  not  poison  metal 
fumes  to  breath.”  said  Leah  Grant, 
a Potrero  Hill  resident  spearheading 
the  incipient  movement  to  ward  off 
the  use  of  Field  Turf  on  local  parks. 

City  Fields  Foundation  asserts 
that  Field  Turf  is  an  effective  way  to 
recycle  tires  and  avoid  the  carbon- 
emitting  combustion  process  used 
to  compress  rubber.  Other  artificial 
turf  supporters  point-out  that  the 
material  eliminates  the  need  for 
chemical  fertilizers,  which  typically 
cause  groundwater  contamination. 

Opponents  counter  that  rubber 
turf  can’t  sequester  carbon  dioxide 


like  natural  grass;  the  Athena 
Institute,  a biomedical  research 
facility,  determined  that  it  would 
take  1,861  trees  to  render  artificial 
turf  carbon-neutral  over  a 10-year 
period.  And  they  claim  that  the  dry- 
cleaning  agents  the  City  uses  to  clean 
the  artificial  turf  also  contaminates 
groundwater.  Environmentalist 
also  point-out  that  Field  Turf  is  not 
biodegradable,  and  will  eventually 
end  up  in  a landfill;  and  that  the  land 
under  artificial  turf  can  reach  up  to 
30  percent  higher  temperatures  than 
normal  climes,  which  alters  the  local 
ecosystem. 

Though  children  in  little  leagues 
and  soccer  teams  across  San  Francisco 
may  be  eager  to  replace  their  pock- 
marked fields  with  the  pristine 
and  consistent  texture  of  artificial 
turf,  some  residents  argue  that 
the  fenced-in  artificial  turf,  which 
will  be  leased  to  sports  leagues, 
excludes  other  community  members. 
The  San  Francisco  Recreation  & 
Parks  Department  calculates  that 
the  City’s  children  can  play  more 
than  twice  as  many  games  a year 
with  the  Field  Turf,  which  can  be 
used  Nfear-roun^  and  during  heavy 
rain.  However,  while  City  Fields 
Foundation  asserts  that  artificial  turf 
can  reduce  maintenance  costs  by  75 
percent,  new  installations  will  have 
to  be  maintained  by  the  taxpayers; 
the  artificial  turf  at  Garfield  Park 
in  the  Mission  is  already  beginning 
to  tear,  and  may  be  expensive  to 
repair. 

Several  Potrero  Hill  activists  also 
question  the  financial  motives  behind 
the  City  Fields  Foundation,  which  is 
chaired  by  Bob  Fisher,  the  chairman 
of  Gap  Inc.,  a company  which  has 
recently  been  dogged  by  accusations 
of  poor  social  stewardship.  “We  are 
determined  to  keep  San  Francisco’s 
free  and  natural  habitats,  not  watch 
the  lawyer  leagues  rent  our  ruined 
fields  from  behind  locked  fences," 
said  Grant. 

A meeting  to  discuss  the  Clean 
and  Safe  Neighborhoods  Parks  bond 
will  be  held  on  January  3rd  at  City 
Hall.  If  approved  the  bond  will  be 
appear  on  the  February  5th  election 
ballot. 


LAYING  THE  FOUNDATION  FOR  CREATIVE  THINKING' 


nuMcncoUl^uxxirtoKxx 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  22,  2008 
7:15  PM  - 9:00  PM 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL  OPEN  HOUSE 

San  Francisco  Waldorf  School  (grade  school  campus) 
2938  Washington  Street  (@  Divisadero) 


Join  our  grade  and  high  school  teachers  for  an 
informative  and  insightful  evening  on  how 
Waldorf  education  meets  the  pre-adolescent  in 
grades  6 , 7 and  8 with  a rich  and  multi-layered 
curriculum.  The  presentation  will  be  followed  by 
sample  lessons.  Adults  only  please. 

•Students  applying  to  our  sixth  grade  must  have  turned  11 
by  the  summer  of  2008. 

For  more  information  or  to  pre-register 
visit  www.sfwaldorf.org  or  call  415-931-2750,  ext  302 


Buses 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

crowded  on  one  bus  I’d  rather  just  be 
late  for  work  and  take  the  next  one, 
even  though  I’ve  been  waiting  for  20 
minutes.” 

The  trolley  buses  are 
technologically  capable  of  passing 
cars  parked  in  side  lanes,  but  it’s 
not  possible  for  trolley  buses  to  pass 
each  other  without  removing  their 
cables.  Once  the  cables  are  manually 
removed,  the  trolley  buses  can  rely 
on  their  auxiliary  power  unit  (APU), 
which  enables  them  to  travel  free- 
standing in  case  of  a mechanical 
failure.  The  APU  only  provides 
enough  energy  to  power  a bus  for 
several  blocks. 

“It  does  feel  good  to  know  the 
buses  are  good  for  the  environment,” 
said  one  bus  driver  assigned  to  the 
22-route.  “You  get  used  to  having 
to  stop  the  bus,  walk  out,  put  up  the 
poles  when  they  fall  off,  and  then  deal 
with  the  irritated  passengers.”  Ogie 
Asuncion,  who  regularly  drives  the 
22-route,  agreed  that  it’s  nice  to  do 
his  part  for  the  environment.  "And 
I don’t  smell  like  diesel  at  the  end  of 
the  day,”  he  said. 

Bus  driver  Dad  Lu,  who  regularly 
plies  the  22-route,  has  seen  a marked 
improvement  in  on-time  arrivals 
during  his  tenure  as  a bus  driver. 
“To  their  credit.  Muni  keeps  trying 
to  improve  things  around  here.”  he 
said.  SFMTA  contracted  with  Next 
Bus,  Inc.  this  past  year  to  provide 
passengers  with  satellite  technology 
thaOVacks  trolley  bus  movements  in 
reiklme  Commuters  can  preview 
bus  arrivals  on  the  internet  with 
SFMTA’s  online  tool  “Next  Muni”  or 
from  electronic  information  boards 
located  at  bus  stops  throughout  the 
City. 

Last  spring  SFMTA  hit  the 
road  with  a new  fleet  of  diesel- 
electric  hybrids.  These  buses  rely 
on  a combination  of  electric  and 
mechanical  energy;  a small  diesel 


engine  turns  a generator  that  supplies 
the  bus  with  electricity,  while 
traction  batteries  supply  power  for 
acceleration.  The  newfangled  buses 
are  not  attached  to  overhead  wires, 
and  the  SFMTA  proudly  promotes 
their  roomier  low-floor  design  on  its 
website. 

Not  all  members  of  the  transport 
community  are  impressed  with 
the  diesel-electric  buses,  however. 
"Those  things  have  no  power,”  said 
one  bus  driver  on  the  48-route.  "They 
just  have  very  slow  acceleration 
compared  to  the  diesel  buses.” 
He,  along  with  a handful  of  other 
drivers,  have  complained  about  the 
constrictive  nature  of  some  of  the 
driving  gears,  which  has  prompted  a 
bus  redesign. 

Following  on  the  heels  of  the 
diesel-electric  hybrid  expansion, 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  raised  the 
environmental  notch  even  higher 
by  requiring  all  of  the  City’s 
diesel-engine  vehicles  to  be  fueled 
with  biodiesel  (B20),  a goal  that 
was  achieved  last  month.  B20  is 
comprised  of  20  percent  biofuel  and 
80  percent  traditional  petroleum 
diesel  fuel,  a combination  that  results 
in  lower  emissions  of  greenhouse 
gases  and  health-damaging  small 
particulates. 

Lu  is  glad  to  hear  about  the 
switch  to  biodiesel,  but  he  hopes 
the  SFMTA  will  dispatch  the  diesel- 
electric  hybrids  to  the  22-route  soon. 
"On  this  route  we  have  to  deal  with 
the  elderly  and  disabled.  This  route 
is  a lot  harder  than  most,"  he  said. 
“These  buses  could  help  make  the 
waits  for  passengers  shorter  and 
make  everything  move  faster." 

The  SFMTA  hopes  to  be  100 
percent  greenhouse  gas  emissions- 
free  by  2020.  In  the  meantime, 
passengers  on  the  22  will  most  likely 
continue  to  gripe  about  the  crowded 
aisles  and  bus  bunching,  with  the 
nontrivial  consolation  that  their 
commute  is  close  to  emission-neutral, 
and,  as  one  passenger  on  the  22-route 


San  FrandMo  84107 


announces  the  endorsement  of 

John  Edwards 

for  President 

at  our  Presidential  Primary  Forum,  Tuesday,  December  4th 


Upcoming: 

Tuesday,  January  8th 

Presentations  on  local  & state  propositions  for  the  February  5th 
Primary  Election,  followed  by  endorsement  vote. 

Tuesday,  February  5th  - VOTE! 

Then  join  us  at  the  Neighborhood  House  to  watch  the  returns. 


For  more  information,  please  visit  our  web  site:  www.PHDemClub.org 
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Local  Business 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

were  hesitant  to  identify  Whole 
Foods  as  the  sole  source  of  dipping 
sales  early  in  the  quarter.  “Many 
business  owners  say  sales  usually 
drop  during  the  fall  because  of  the 
school  year  starting.  Then  they 
say  lower  sales  are  a result  of  the 
holiday  season,”  said  Ransley.  “But 
when  you  see  a business  owner  who 
is  literally  in  tears  because  of  the 
Whole  Foods  opening,  you  wonder." 
According  to  Halteh,  "The  opening 
affected  the  whole  neighborhood, 
even  restaurants,  at  first.  But  things 
seemed  to  go  back  to  normal.” 

Whole  Foods  Market  wouldn’t 
release  sales  numbers  for  their 
Potrero  Hill  outlet,  but  local  rumors 
suggest  that  the  store’s  receipts 
spiked  their  first  month  and  then 
significantly  dropped  well  below  the 
corporation’s  expectations. 

The  Potrero  Hill  Whole  Foods 
Market  is  part  of  a joint  venture 


conceived  by  Lambert  Development 
LLC,  the  commercial  developers  of 
The  Potrero  building,  a mixed-use 
condominium  complex  that  leases 
its  ground  floor  to  Whole  Foods.  The 
Potrero  Hill  Whole  Foods  Market  is 
the  company’s  third  San  Francisco 
store. 

The  Whole  Food  grocery  chain 
features  sustainably-harvested  fish, 
organic  produce  and  meat,  and  with 
the  new  mini-spa  at  the  Potrero  Hill 
store,  adds  on-site  estheticians  and 
massage  therapists  to  its  appeal 
to  health  and  socially-conscious 
consumerism.  But  while  Whole  Foods 
boasts  every  conceivable  flavor  of 
Odwalla  juice  and  claims  to  purchase 
wind  credits  to  offset  100  percent  of 
its  energy  consumption,  many  argue 
it  doesn’t  fit  the  neighborhood  bill. 

“Whole  Foods  doesn’t  have  wine 
tastings  with  neighborhood  folk," 
said  Ransley,  who  hosts  periodic  wine 
tastings  at  Jay’s  Deli  that  feature 
bio-dynamic  wines.  “Or  at  least  not 
yet,”  he  laughed. 


THE  SMART  ALTERNATIVE: 

■ Reliable,  clean  vehicles  ■ Low  rates-  Daily,  weekly,  monthly 
■ Locally  owned  & Family  Operated  "Open  7 days  a week 


415)  282-6293 
1955  3rd  street 

between  Cesar  Chavez 
and  25th  street 


Free  pick  up  in 

Potrero  Hill! 


Marianne  Schier  Angela  Rubin 


RESIDENTIAL  REAL  ESTATE  SPECIALIST 
10  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE 

415.345.3169 

mschicr@pacunion.com 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 
25*  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE 

415.447.6210 

arubin@pacunion.com 


PH 


SELLING  Potrero  Hill  Homes  since  1982. 


MARylACE.COM 

Your  Source  for  Potrero  Hill  Real  Estate  Sales 


What's  the  Value  of  Your  Property  Today? 

Ask  Mary  Lace,  the  Hill's  real  estate  specialist  since  1980.  She  has  the  knowledge  and 
experience  you  need.  Mary  lives  on  Potrero  Hill  and  loves  it  - she  really  knows  and 
cares  about  our  community. 


Ask  Your  Neighbors  about  Mary  Lace 

"Mary  was  very  conscientious  about  staying  on  top  of  details.  She  is  friendly  and 
cheerful  and  does  not  get  rattled  when  unexpected  details  arise.  It  was  a distinct 
pleasure  to  work  with  Mary  and  I would  recommend  her  without  reservation." 

- Dean  R. 


"Your  professionalism  is  impeccable;  your  sense  of  humor  and  practicality  a delight; 
and  throughout,  we  knew  you  would  act  in  our  best  interests  and  in  fact  you  did." 

- janet  j. 
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Clubhouse  built 
in  1945 


Rusted,  aging  play 
equipment 


Cracked,  uneven 
sidewalk 


It’s  Time  to  Fix  Our  Neighborhood  Parks 

J^rop  A addresses  the  most  urgent  needs  in  many  neighborhood  parks.  The  bond 
■ measure  will  rebuild  recreation  centers  for  earthquake  safety,  replace  damaged 
restrooms  and  repair  broken,  unsafe  playground  equipment. 


PROP  A WILL  PROTECT  WATERFRONT  OPENSPACE 

> Bay  Trail  >►  Warm  Water  Cove 

> Bayfront  Park  > Southern  Gateway 

> Crane  Cove  Park  at  Heron’s  Head 


on  > 

Fix  our  parks! ' 


PLEASE  HELP  US  PASS  PROP  A! 


Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest 
Sierra  Club 

San  Francisco  Parks  Trust 
Neighborhood  Parks  Council 
San  Francisco  Labor  Council 
San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce 
Chinese  American  Citizens'  Alliance 
Livable  City 


• Planning  Association  for  the  Richmond 

• San  Francisco  Vikings  Youth  Soccer  League 
U S.  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 

• Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 

• Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  and  the  entire  SF 
Board  of  Supervisors 

• The  entire  SF  School  Board 

(Partial  List) 


www.fixourparks.com 


Yes  on  A.  Fix  our  Parks  • A Project  of  The  Conservation  Campaign.  Major  funding  by  San  Francisco  Parks  Trust  h u» 

PO  Box  192685  • San  Francisco,  CA  94119  anC'SCO  Parks  Trust  a"d  Warren  Heilman 
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Potrero  Hill  Children  Enrolled 
in  Schools  Through-out  the  City 

The  Potrero  Hill  Parents  Association  recently  collected  data  on 
which  schools  its  members’  children  attend.  While  the  survey  was  neither 
comprehensive  nor  statistically  valid,  it  does  provide  some  indication  of 
the  range  of  educational  institutions  Hill  parents  travel  to  each  weekday. 
At  least  one  Hill  child  attends  each  of  the  schools  listed  below,  with  seven 
enrolled  at  Friends  of  Potrero  Hill  Preschool,  and  four  attending  Starr  King 
Elementary  School,  both  of  which  are  located  in  the  neighborhood. 

Preschools: 

Bernal  Kids  Co-op,  ages  three  to  five-years,  Bernal  Heights 

Big  City  Montessori  School,  ages  two  to  six-years,  Silver  Terrace- 

Bayshore 

Debra  King  School,  ages  three  to  five-years,  Noe  Valley 
Friends  of  Potrero  Hill  Preschool,  ages  three  to  five  five-years, 
Potrero  Hill 

Glen  Park  Montessori  Preschool,  ages  three  to  five-years,  Glen  Park 
Glenridge  Co-op  Nursery  School,  ages  two  to  five-years,  Glen  Park 
Holy  Family  Day  Home,  preschool  and  transitional  kindergarten, 
Mission 

JCC  Brotherhood  Way,  ages  two  to  six-years,  Sunset 

Little  School,  ages  two  to  six-years.  Lower  Pacific  Heights-Western 

Addition 

Montessori  House  of  Children,  ages  three  to  six-years,  Japantown- 
Tenderloin 

Neighborhood  Playgarden  Co-op,  ages  two  to  five-years,  Upper 
Market-Castro 

Nihonmachi  Little  Friends,  ages  three  to  five-years;  after-school  to 
12  yrs),  Japantown 

Peninsula  Family  YMCA,  ages  three  months  to  six-years,  South  San 
Francisco 

Phoebe  Hearst  Preschool,  ages  two  to  six-years,  Western  Addition 
Playmates  Co-op,  ages  two  to  six-years,  Outer  Sunset 
Silverspot  Co-op  Nursery  School,  ages  two  to  five-years,  Brisbane 
UCSF  Child  Care,  ages  infant  to  five-years,  Mission  Bay 
Yerba  Buena  Child  Development  Center,  ages  three  months  to  five- 
years,  SOMA 


Elementary: 

Alvarado  Elementary,  Diamond  Heights 
Brandeis  Hillel,  Sunset 

Buena  Vista  Alternative  Elementary,  Potrero  Hill-Mission 
Children’s  Day  School,  Dolores  Park-Mission 

Chinese  American  International  School,  Hayes  Valley 
Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Elementary,  Pacific  Heights 
Dianne  Feinstein  Elementary,  Sunset 

Fairmount  Elementary,  Noe  Valley-Glen  Park-Bernal  Heights 

French  American  International  School,  Hayes  Valley 

Gratten  Elementary,  Cole  Valley 

Harvey  Milk  Elementary,  Castro 

Lakeshore  Elementary,  Sunset 

Leonard  R.  Flynn  Elementary,  Bernal  Heights 

McKinley  Elementary,  Castro 

The  Nueva  School,  Hillsborough 

Rooftop  Elementary  School,  Noe  Valley 

San  Francisco  Community  Alternative  School,  Excelsior 

San  Francisco  Day  School,  Pacific  Heights 

The  San  Francisco  School,  Portola 
San  Francisco  Friends  School,  Mission 
San  Francisco  Waldorf  School,  Pacific  Heights 
Starr  King  Elementary,  Potrero  Hill 
Synergy  School,  Mission 


h 

hi 

1% 

NOW  AVAILABLE! 

Art  Explosion  Studios  now  has  new  private  studios. 


Private  studios  200  sq/ft  for 
Open  studios  from  $138/ 


High  ceilings 
Color  balanced  lighting 
Spring  & Fall  Open  Studic 
Gallery  Space 
Great  Community 


It's  a great  time  to  move  into  a 
give  us  a call  at:  i-877-ART-EXPL 


Rental  Offices  Open:  Saturday  11am  - 2pm  or  by  appointment 


Two  Locations:  744  Alabama  St  at  19th  St 

2425  17th  Street  at  Potrero 


www.theartexplosion.com 


Meet  Kate  McGee,  Rene  Bihan,  Christophe  and  Marcel, 

City  Planner,  Landscape  Architect  and  Urban  Kids 

As  specialists  in  urban  design  and  development,  Kate  and  Rene  love  city  life.  So  when  they 
decided  to  start  a family,  they  never  considered  "moving  to  the  suburbs.'  In  fact,  they  wanted  to 
be  as  close  to  the  hub  of  the  City  as  possible.  They  called  on  their  Zephyr  agent  and  friend  who 
helped  sell  their  TIC  on  Ashbury  and  find  a great  condo  in  the  heart  of  North  Beach  complete 
with  garden  and  view  roof  deck.  Within  walking  distance  to  work,  10  parks,  preschool  and  pool, 
their  new  home  is  the  perfect  kid-zone  and  a blueprint  for  raising  families  in  San  Francisco. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 

www.zephyrsf.com 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Potrero  Hill  • 415  824.7200 
South  Beach/SOMA  • 41S.90S0250 
Noe  Valley  • 415.69S.7707 
Upper  Market  • 415.5S2.9S00 
Upper  Market/Castro  • 415.552  9500 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  • 415.731.5000 
Pacific  Heights  • 415.674.6500 


Don’t  Want  to  Move  a Muscle? 

Have  the  View  delivered  to  your  home 
Just  $25  a year 

Call  us  at  415.626.8723  for  a subscription, 

Or  mail  your  check,  with  complete  address  information 
To  2325  Third  Street,  Suite  344,  San  Francisco  94107 
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Police  Blotter 


Saturday,  December  2,  2006  - 
2:35  a.m.  - Carjacking  - Barneveld 
and  Apparel  streets:  Officers  Weyl 
and  Cabuntala  were  flagged  down  by 
a woman  who  stated  that  she’d  been 
carjacked.  When  the  woman  entered 
her  car  three  men  approached  her. 
One  of  the  suspects  told  her  to  give 
him  the  keys.  A second  suspect 
had  his  hand  in  his  coat  pocket  and 
simulated  a handgun.  The  woman, 
fearing  for  her  life,  gave  the  suspects 
the  keys. 

The  suspects  were  described  as 
three  black  males  in  their  20s.  All 
had  dark  clothing  and  shoulder 
length  dread  locks. 

Sunday,  December  3,  2006  - 4:50 
a.m.  - Robbery  with  a gun  - Potrero 
Hill  Housing  Project:  Three  party- 
goers  returned  to  their  parked  car  in 
the  Potrero  Hill  Housing  Complex. 
As  they  were  entering  their  car  a truck 
pulled  along  side  them.  The  driver 
asked  the  party-goers  if  they  had  any 
weed  to  share  with  them.  They  stated 
that  they  did  not  and  attempted  to 
leave,  but  the  passenger  got  out, 
brandished  an  Uzi  style  machine  gun 
and  said  that  they  were  not  going 
anywhere.  The  party-goers  were 
then  robbed  of  all  of  their  property. 
As  they  were  getting  relieved  of  their 
property,  the  gunman  said,  “Sorry  it 
has  to  go  down  like  this,  but  you  in 
our  hood." 

The  driver  of  the  truck  was 
described  as  a black  male  18-  to 


25-years-old  with  dreadlocks.  The 
second  suspect  was  also  a black  male 
18-  to  25-years-old,  5’  9”,  160  pounds 
wearing  an  Oakland  A’s  leather 
jacket. 

Hours  later,  Sergeant  Moran 
found  the  car  that  was  used  in  the 
robbery  and  had  it  towed  with  a hold 
for  fingerprints  and  DNA  analysis. 

Monday,  December  4,  2006  - 7:30 
to  9:20  p.m.  - Robbery  with  a gun  - 
Potrero  Hill  Area:  Bayview  officers 
responded  to  three  separate  robberies 
that  appear  to  have  been  perpetrated 
by  the  same  suspect.  In  all  cases  the 
suspect  approached  the  victims  as 
they  were  getting  out  of  their  vehicles 
or  retrieving  items  from  their  trunks. 
The  suspect  wielded  a shotgun  and 
demanded  the  victims’  property.  In 
the  first  two  incidents  the  victims 
screamed  and/or  ran-off  and  the 
suspect  was  not  able  to  retrieve  any 
property. 

The  suspect  is  described  as  a 
black  male  25-  to  30-years-old,  5’  10” 
to  6’,  and  heavy  set.  He  was  wearing 
dark  clothing,  black  boots,  and  baggy 
pants.  In  two  of  the  incidents  the 
suspect  was  seen  fleeing  in  a vehicle. 
The  first  car  was  a silver/tan  Range 
Rover;  the  second  car  was  a new 
Pontiac  Grand  Prix,  light  in  color. 

The  last  incident  was  captured 
on  an  external  video  camera  and  a 
picture  of  the  suspect  was  obtained. 


Greening  San  Francisco,  one  home  at  a time. 


Happy  Holidays,  Potrero  Hill! 


May  your  days  be  merry  and  bright,  and  may  all  your 
holidays  be  green! 


Love,  peace  and  joy, 
Michelle 


Organ 


Michelle  Stephens 
Realtor^/Assistant  Manager 
Ford/Zephyr  Real  Estate 
michelle@organicagent.com 


Personalized  real  estate  service  since  1994 


CALIFORNIA  PRESIDENTIAL 

PRIMARY 

ELECTION 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  5, 2008 


Polling  places  are  open  from  7:00  a.m.  until  8:00  p.m. 
Early  voting  at  City  Hall  begins  January  7,  2008. 

Last  day  to  register  to  vote  is  January  22, 2008. 

You  must  re-register  if  you  have  moved,  changed  your  name, 
or  want  to  change  your  party  affiliation. 

Last  day  to  request  a vote-by-mail  ballot  is  January  29, 2008. 


Party  Affiliation  & "Decline-To-State"  Voters 

The  February  5, 2008  election  is  a "modified"  closed 
primary.  If  you  registered  to  vote  with  a qualified 
political  party,  you  can  only  vote  for  candidates  from 
that  party. 

If  you  declined  to  state  a political  party  when  you 
registered,  you  can  vote  for  candidates  from  one  of 
the  following  two  parties: 

American  Independent  Party 
Democratic  Party 

All  registered  voters  may  vote  on  ballot  measures. 


Be  a Pollworker  on  Election  Day! 

The  Department  of  Elections  is  looking  for  pollworkers 
to  help  on  Election  Day.  Pollworkers  can  earn  up  to 
$170!  To  sign  up,  visit  www.sfgov.org/election  or  call 
(415)554-4395. 


m\%im^sfgovjorg/ekc\}on 
sESt  = £rfiiS!M(41 5)554-4367 « 

Para  information  electoral  en  espanol,  visite  www.sfgov.org/election 
ollame  al  (415)5544366. 


REGISTER 
AND  VOTE. 


Department  of  Elections,  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

1 Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  48,  San  Francisco  94102  • English:  (415)  554-4375  • (415)  554-4367  • Espanol:  (415)  554-4366  • www.sfgov.org/election 


THE  POTRERO  VIEW  January  2008 


19 


GETTING 

INVOLVED 


i 


Dogpatch  Neighborhood  Association  usually  meets  the  second  Tuesday  of 
each  even-numbered  month.  The  next  meeting  is  February  12,  at  Sundance 
Coffee  on  Third  Street  at  20th  Street  from  7 to  9 p.m. 


Potrero  Boosters  meets  the  last  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  7 p.m.  (social  time 
begins  at  6:30  p.m.)  in  the  wheelchair-accessible  Game  Room  of  the  Potrero 
Hill  Neighborhood  House,  953  DeHaro  Street.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.potreroboosters.org  or  contact  President  Tony  Kelly  at  341.8040  or 
president@potreroboosters.org.  Next  meeting:  January  29,  7 p.m. 

Potrero  Hill  Association  of  Merchants  & Businesses  (PHAMB)  meets  the 
second  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  10  a.m.  at  Goat  Hill  Pizza,  corner  of 
Connecticut  and  18th  streets.  Visit  www.potrerohill.biz  or  call  341.8949. 
Next  meeting:  January  8.  10  a.m. 

Bayview  Police  Station  Captain’s  Community  Meeting  is  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month  in  the  Bayview  Police  Station  Community  Room  at 
201  William  Street.  Access  can  be  gained  by  entering  through  the  Newhall 
Street  door.  Next  meeting:  February  5.  6 p.m. 

Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club  meets  the  First  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  7 p.m.  at  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House.  953  DeHaro  St.  For 
more  information,  call  648.6740,  www. PHDemClub.org.  Next  Meeting: 

February  5 

Starr  King  Openspace  Volunteer  for  the  Park  work  days  continue  every 
month  on  the  third  Saturday  from  9 a.m.  to  1 p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
810.4900.  Next  meeting:  January  15.  Next  Volunteer  Day:  January  19 


Potrero  Hill  Garden  Club  usually  meets  the  last  Sunday  of  the  month  at  11 
a.m.  for  a potluck  lunch  in  a local  home  or  garden.  Discussions  are  held  on 
subjects  related  to  organic,  edible,  or  ornamental  gardening  appropriate  for 
Potrero  Hill’s  microclimate.  Call  648.6740  for  details. 


670-672  Pennsylvania  Street 
Two  Remodeled  Units  Ready  For  Move  In! 

Minutes  to  downtown  & peninsula,  blocks  to 
3rd  Street  & Cal  Train  at  22nd  St.  Extensive  remodel  in 
2004.  Upper  unit  with  flexible  floor  plan,  2-3  bedrooms, 

2 baths,  living  room,  dining  room,  sun  room.  Chef’s  kitchen 
with  highest-end  appliances.  Slate  roof  deck;  outdoor 
kitchen  w/plumbing  and  BBQ!  Lower  unit  is  2-bdrm, 

1 &:  1/4  baths  with  private  patio  & garden. 
$1,399,000 


Melinda  Lee 


Potrero  Hill 
Specialist 


For  The  Best  of  Potrero  Hill 
Call  (415)338-0161 


COLDUieU, 

BANKGRQ 
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January  3-March  22 

Photography:  The  Depth  of  Memory 

Japanese  artist  Katsushige  Nakahashi 
has  created  a life-sized  replica  of  a 
World  War  ll-era  Japanese  suicide 
submarine  known  as  the  Kaiten.  The 
massive  three-dimensional  piece  is 
made  from  20,000  photographs  of  a 
miniature  toy  model  constructed  for  the 
project  and  painstakingly  photographed 
with  a macro  lens.  For  Nakahashi, 
this  enormous  effort,  undertaken  with 
hundreds  of  local  volunteer  veterans, 
Japanese-Americans,  youth  and 
members  of  the  public,  is  a cathartic 
and  participatory  act  of  storytelling. 
Tickets  $5.  Sat  12  to  5 p.m.,  SF 
Camerawork,  657  Mission  Street. 
Information:  512.2020;  sfcamerawork. 
org. 

January  4 

Music:  Full  On  Flyhead 

Elbo  Room  in  San  Francisco’s  hip 
Mission  District  plays  host  to  the  year’s 
first  funk-rock  happening.  Hippie 
Grenade  brings  the  fully  funked-out 
grooves;  Bumbalo  struts  a sound  of 
mixed  rap  and  rock  in  a blender;  Sun 
House  offers  it’s  bouncing,  socially 
pensive  beats;  and  Full  on  Flyhead 
slays  the  proverbial  dragon  with  face- 
melting rock.  Tickets  $8.  8 p.m.,  647 
Valencia  Street.  Information:  www. 
elbo.com. 

January  4*25 

Family:  Frogs  and  Amphibians-  River 
of  Warffo 

The/fchri£sy  Field  Center  presents  an 
exhibrtmf  dazzling  and  informative 
children’s  art  and  poetry  featuring 
frogs  and  amphibians  from  the  River  of 
Words  Contest.  Co-founded  by  former 
US  Poet  Laureate  Robert  Hass  and 
Berkeley  writer  Pamela  Michael,  this 
international  contest  has  assembled  an 
unparalleled  collection  of  children’s  art 
and  poetry.  More  than  fifty  works  of  art 
and  poems,  created  by  children  from 
Azerbaijan  to  the  Ivory  Coast,  as  well 
as  many  from  California  youth,  will  be 
on  display  in  the  Center's  Gathering 
Room.  The  exhibit  also  features  live 
animals  and  interpretive  information 
from  Tree  Frog  Treks  on  the  Presidio's 
hoppinjwnd  slithering  denizens.  9 to  5 
p.m.,  ^hrissy  Field  Center,  603  Mason 
Street.  Information:  561.7752;  www. 
chrissyfield.org. 

January  5-27 

Theater:  Ten  Dollar  Destiny 

Thick  Description,  Potrero  Hill’s 
professional  theater,  begins  2008 
- their  20th  anniversary  year  - with 
the  premiere  of  Ten  Dollar  Destiny, 
a song  cycle  about  fortune  telling, 
psychic  reading,  and  psychoanalysis, 
conceived  and  performed  by  Julie 
Queen.  Audience  members  will  be 
paid  $1.00  to  attend  January  5 and  6 
previews.  Post- January  6 tickets  $15 
to  $30,  sliding  scale.  8 p.m.,  Thick 
House,  1695  18th  Street.  Information: 
401.8081;  www.thickhouse.org. 

January  6 

Family:  California  Academy  of 
Sciences 

The  California  Academy  of  Sciences 
will  soon  embark  on  the  most  massive 


move  ever  undertaken  by  a museum, 
transporting  millions  of  priceless 
treasures  across  San  Francisco  into 
their  new  home  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 
Take  a behind-the-scenes  tour  to  see 
some  of  the  most  spectacular  research 
specimens  and  live  animals  that  will 
make  the  move  over  the  next  several 
months.  “Great  Migration"  participants 
will  include  a 70+  year-old  Australian 
lungfish,  a 165-pound  giant  sea  bass, 
more  than  1,500  colonies  of  living 
coral,  an  albino  alligator,  the  world’s 
largest  collection  of  "Darwin’s"  finches, 
in  excess  of  700,000  delicately  pinned 
butterflies  and  moths,  and  more  than 
200,000  fish  specimens  preserved  in 
alcohol.  10  to  5 p.m.,  875  Howard 
Street.  Information:  321.8000;  www. 
calacademy.org. 

January  8 

Literature:  My  Grandmother's 
Suitcase:  A Family  Memoir 

Potrero  Hill  resident  Jim  Van  Buskirk 
presents  slides  of  his  work-in-progress 
memoir  that  delves  into  his  family 
history.  Shortly  after  publishing  an 
essay  that  explored  his  mysterious 
lifelong  attraction  to  Judaism,  Van 
Buskirk  was  told  a secret  by  his  mother: 
"You  are  Jewish."  She  went  on  to  show 
him  the  contents  of  his  grandmother’s 
suitcase,  which  was  filled  with 
photographs,  letters,  and  documents. 

He  continues  search  for  answers  to 
his  family’s  history  — and  his  own 
identity  --  by  researching  his  genealogy, 
talking  to  previously  unknown  relatives, 
and  re-examining  the  contents  of  his 
grandmother’s  suitcase.  6:30  p.m., 
Latino/Hispanic  Community  Meeting 
Room,  Lower  Level,  San  Francisco 
Public  Library,  100  Larkin  Street. 

Politics:  Barack  Obama 

Meet  your  neighborhood  supporters 
of  Barak  Obama  For  President.  Have 
a drink  and  fin-  out  about  upcoming 
campaign  events  and  volunteer 
opportunities.  7 to  9 p.m.,  Bloom’s, 
1318  18th  Street,  Information: 
228.1230. 

January  lO-February  27 

Sculpture:  Finders  Keepers 

The  artists  of  Creativity  Explored  turn 
trash  into  treasure  in  a new  exhibition 
of  sculptural  works  made  from  cast- 
off wood,  metal,  wire  and  other  found 
objects.  From  a bag  of  socks  to  the  old 
bathroom  door,  studio  artists  found 
new  uses  for  a huge  variety  of  odds  and 
ends  donated  to  Creativity  Explored  or 
collected  on  street  corne»y\ll  artwork 
may  be  purchased  at  theXreativity 
Explored  Gallery,  open  Monday 
through  Friday,  10  a.m.  to  3 p.m.  and 
Saturday  from  1 to  6 p.m.,  3245  16th 
Street.  Information:  863.2108;  www. 
creativityexplored.org. 

January  16 

Nutrition:  How  to  Read  Labels 

Do  you  or  your  family  members  have 
up-and-down  moods  and/or  energy 
and  suspect  that  food  could  be  the 
culprit?  Join  holistic  health  counselor 
Sandra  Keros  in  an  informative 
discussion  about  what  to  look-out  for 
on  labels,  and  how  to  find  sensible  food 
substitutions.  Participants  are  welcome 
to  bring  their  family's  favorite  snacks  for 
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analysis  and  discussion  about  healthier 
options.  Learn  about  the  allergies, 
artificial  ingredients,  and  the  health 
risks  associated  with  MSG.  6 to  7:30 
p.m.,  Whole  Food's  Mezzanine,  451 
Kansas  Street.  Information:  552.1155 
extension  260 

January  16-20 

Dance:  Keith  Hennessy  & Circo  Zero’s 
Sol  niger 

Keith  Hennessy's  award-winning 
contemporary  circus  is  back  by 
popular  demand  for  a return  two-week 
engagement.  Sol  niger  creates  an 
intimate  spectacle  that  investigates 
current  political  realities  via  an  aerial 
circus,  contemporary  dance  music, 
and  visual  design.  The  play  addresses 
shifting  definitions  of  war,  torture, 
terror  and  justice  with  respect  to  oil 
and  global  capitalism.  Tickets  $25. 

8 p.m.,  Project  Artaud  Theater,  450 
Florida  Street.  Information:  255.2500. 

January  18-20 

Dance:  Filaments  & Derivatives 

Bay  Area  dance  companies  spoon  (Jane 
Schnorrenberg  & Kegan  Marling)  and 
little  seismic  dance  (Katie  Faulkner) 
present  an  evening  of  new  work. 
Through  subtlety  and  wit,  Filaments 
& Derivatives  explores  the  distances 
between  power  and  surrender, 
inspiration  and  invention.  Collaborators 
include  filmmaker  Benjamin  Goldman, 
composer  Jacques  Poulin-Denis  and 
sound  designer  Robert  Huntington. 

1310  Mission  Street.  Information: 
800.836.3006;  counterpulse.org. 

January  18-February 16 

Theater:  Savage  Arts 

The  Marsh  presents  Sharon  Eberhardt’s 
new  play,  Savage  Arts,  a solo 
performance  piece  that  is  based  on  the 
true  story  of  an  Indian  witchcraft  trial 
which  took  place  in  New  York  State  in 
1930.  A volatile  mix  of  sexual  longing, 
opposing  cultures,  criminality,  art  and 
prejudice,  Savage  Arts  builds  to  its 
explosive  denouement  with  a quiet  yet 
devastating  subtlety.  Tickets  $15-35 
sliding  scale.  8 p.m.,  1062  Valencia 
Street.  Information:  www.themarsh. 
org. 

January  20 

Community:  Farley’s  Live  Music  & Art 
Reception 

Farley's  combines  an  art  reception 
with  live  music,  showcasing  the 
work  of  photographer  Ralph  Granich 
and  live  music  by  Nancy  Wright 
Quartet.  Ralph’s  work  can  also  be 
viewed  online  at  www.ralphgranich. 
com.  2 p.m.,  Farley's,  1315  18th 
Street.  Information:  648.1545;  www. 
farleyscoffee.com. 

January  25 

Art:  Circle  of  Acknowledgment  & The 
Purpose-Driven  Life 

Philip  Bonner  presents  two  short 
video  projects  at  the  San  Francisco 
dump  and  recycling  facilities.  The 
Circle  of  Acknowledgment  resembles  a 
traditional  movie;  The  Purpose-Driven 
Life  is  experimental,  improvisational 
and  depends  on  found  objects 
scavenged  from  City  trash,  which  were 
used  to  make  props,  costumes,  sets 


and  miniature  environments.  Using  a 
process  called  Chroma  Key,  performers 
were  filmed  separately,  then  digitally 
superimposed  into  the  trashy  sets.  Also 
featured  will  be  stereographic  3-D  still 
images  from  both  projects.  Friday  at  5 
p.m.,  Saturday  at  1 p.m.,  SF  Recycling 
& Art  Disposal  Studio,  503  Tunnel 
Avenue.  Information:  www.sfrecycling. 
com. 

January  26 

Design:  World  View  on  Design 

California  College  of  the  Arts  presents 
an  eclectic  mix  of  top  California  interior 
designers,  architects,  and  design 
experts,  who  will  present  original 
new  work  along  with  their  ideas  and 
inspirations  for  the  future.  The  event 
will  be  moderated  by  the  best-selling 
design  author  and  editor  Diane  Dorrans 
Saeks.  Forum  participants  will  discuss  a 
range  of  philosophies  and  approaches, 
focusing  on  the  influence  and  scope  of 
international  design.  Ticket  $125.  10 
to  5 p.m.,  CCA,  1118  Eighth  Street. 
Information:  www.cca.edu. 

Children:  Kids  Club  Vendor  Event 

Parents  are  invited  to  bring  their 
children  12  and  under  to  the  first 
exclusive,  “Kids  Club"  event  at  Whole 
Foods  Market.  Meet  the  vendors  that 
make  healthy  snacks,  receive  samples, 
product  knowledge  and  play  games. 
Special  gifts  and  photos  will  be  offered 
to  participants.  Bring  your  Kids  Club 
card  if  you’re  a member;  if  not  cards 
will  be  available  at  the  event.  1 1 a.m. 
to  2 p.m.,  Whole  Food’s  Mezzanine, 

451  Kansas  Street.  Information: 
552.1155  extension  260. 

Photography:  Touch-Up  Class 

Learn  how  to  touch-up  your  photos 
using  Adobe  Photoshop  Elements, 
the  popular  consumer  photo-editing 
software.  Using  images  you’ve  taken  or 
ones  provided,  find  out  how  to  fix,  color 
correct,  adjust,  and  distort  photos  on 
your  personal  computer. 

$20  per  person,  pre-registratiori^tf^^ 
required.  10  a.m.  tol2  p.m^^Chrissy^ 
Field  Center,  603  Mason  Street! 
Information:  561.7752;  www. 
chrissyfield.org. 

Music:  Farley’s 

Farley’s  hosts  Nearly  Beloved,  who 
plays  original  vintage  music  in  the 
folk,  country,  and  bluegrass  veins  ? 
with  a mi£j/i  of  cover  songs  by  Bob  * 
Dylan,  Townes  Van  Zandt,  Hank 
Williams,  Bob  Wills,  Roger  Miller,  Merle 
Haggard,  Doc  Watson,  Gram  Parsons, 
Mississippi  John  Hurt,  Taj  Mahal, 

Ernest  Tubbs,  and  Sons  of  the  Pioneers. 
7:30  p.m.,  Farley’s,  1315  18th 
Street.  Information:  648.1545;  www. 
farleyscoffee.com. 

January  31 

Comedy:  Gays  and  Dolls 

The  Clubhouse’s  newest  offering  is 
a stand-up  show  that  features  the 
fabulous,  female,  femme,  not-so- 
femme,  gays,  lesbians,  bi-,  trans, 
women,  and  other  gender-bending 
performers.  Several  funny  ladies 
and  hilarious  members  of  the  LBGT 

Continued  on  Page  21 
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community  have  teamed  up  for  a 
terrific  night  of  comedy.  Straight  white 
guys  are  always  welcome... in  the 
audience,  of  course.  Tickets  $8.  8 
p.m.,  415  Mason  Street,  Number  705. 
Information:  www.clubhousecomedy. 
com. 


February  1 

Community  Meeting:  Downtown  High 

Help  make  Downtown  High  School, 
located  on  Vermont  Street,  a success. 
Principal  Mark  Alvarado  is  looking  for 
work  projects  and  internships  at  local 
businesses  and  nonprofits  that  can  be 
“paid  for"  with  school  credits.  Please 
give  your  two  cents  at  a community 
outreach  meeting  at  the  school,  10 
a.m.,  or  contact  Mark  at  215.6291; 
AlvaradoM@sfusd.edu. 


RICHMOND/USF/PRESIOIO 

5200  Geary  Blvil . Noil  U)  GMckDuslnr 

415-387-3030 

HAIGHT /WESTERN  AOOITION/PACIRC  HEIGHTS 

1 408  nilmo/oAiSelev.nySOoop>no  Genm  

4 IS- 593- 9300 

SUNSET/FOREST  HILL/WEST  PORTAL 

3116  Noneos  At  38l)i  Avenue 

415-681-8100 

PARK  MERCED/SF  STATE/INGLESIOE 

415-586-9400 

MISSION/EXCELSIOR/POTRERO  HILL/  BAYVIEW 

3?0  Buyadure  Boulevard  415  647-6400 

OOWNTOWN/ SOMA/MARINA/NORTH  BEACH 

878  GEARY  STREET  415-776-0400 

OALV  CITY/COLMA 

2408  C Junipero  Serra  Boulevard 

650-994-9440 

SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO/BRISBANE 

II 58  lOWI  Mission  RdO  Holly  850-875-9440 

RK484606A 


SALAD  DAYS  “PIZZA  & WINGS  PIZZA  & COKE' 


One  2-Topping  Pizza  & 
Domino's  Amazin’  Greens®  Salad 


One  1 -Topping  Pizza, 
Buffalo  Wings  & A 2-Liter  Coke® 


One  1 -Topping  Pizza  & Coke® 

Medium  + 

2 Cans  Coke® 

Si  199 

1 1 


Large  + 
2-Liter  Coke® 


~ TtoWIMHHUU 


TRIPLES 

3 or  more  Medium 
1 -Topping  Pizzas 


PARTY  PACK 

Two  Large  2-Topping  Pizzas, 
an  Order  of  Breadsticks,  j 
an  Order  Buffalo  Wings  & 


2+2+2 

Two  Pizzas  2-Toppings  & 

A 2-Liter  Coke® 

Medium  Large 

$1799  $0199 

\ I I \m  Lm  I ELI 


mwimeaHi 


Lia  Hillman,  Potrero  Branch  Manager 


Potrero  Branch  Will  be  Open  through  Spring 

We’re  waiting  to  learn  how  the  library’s  architectural  plans  may  change,  and 
to  find  out  our  projected  closure  date.  While  we  wait,  the  library  will  remain 
open.  We  expect  that  we’ll  be  closing  sometime  in  the  spring  of  2008. 

Check-Out  Our  Gorgeous  Center  for  the  Book  Display 

The  Center  for  the  Book  installation  will  be  with  us  for  another  month.  It’s  a 
remarkable  display  of  works  by  such  artists  as  Nora  Pauwels,  John  DeMerritt, 
Nigel  Poor  and  Michael  Bartalos,  as  well  as  samples  from  classes,  including 
letterpress  printing,  decorative  binding,  and  more. 

On  the  Same  Page  January  /February  Pick:  Snow  Flower  and  the  Secret  Fan 
by  Lisa  See 

Check-out  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library’s  New  Year’s  pick,  located 
above  “New  Books,"  and  described  thusly:  “A  language  kept  secret  for  a 
thousand  years  forms  the  backdrop  for  an  unforgettable  story.  Two  Chinese 
women,  Lily  and  Snow  Flower,  share  a friendship  and  love  that  sustains 
them  through  their  lives.” 


January  Children’s  Programs 

Please  join  us  to  celebration  the  Chinese  New  Year  with  Chinese  Lion 
Dancers,  Saturday,  January  26  at  5 p.m. 

Our  regularly  scheduled  program,  Storytime  for  Children,  will  continue  at 
the  usual  times:  Thursday,  January  3,  10,  17,  24,  and  31  at  10:30  a.m.  For 
children  age  birth  to  five. 

Film  Night  for  Children  and  special  programs  will  resume  in  February. 

The  Neighborhood  Capital  Campaign  Committee  meets  monthly  to  discuss 
fundraising  strategies  and  progress.  If  you’d  like  to  participate  in  this 
committee,  the  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  January  16  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the 
Potrero  Branch  meeting  room. 


Plus,  they  reach  the  best  customers  in  the 
world:  Dogpatch,  Mission  Bay,  Potrero  Hill, 
and  SOMA  residents. 

Call  to  get  our  advertising  rates-you  won't 
find  a better  deal! 

Potrero  View 

2325  Third  Street,  Suite  344 
San  Francisco  941 07 
(415)626-8723 
office@potreroview.net 


The  Potrero  View  is  San  Francisco's  longest- 
running  community  newspaper. 


Our  advertisers  help  get  the  word  out  on 
important  neighborhood  issues  and  events. 
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TIRE  SALE 

HANKOOK 
SUPER  VALUE 


RADIALS 


* Road  Hazard  Warranty 

* Free  Replacement  Limited  Warranty 

* 320  BC  Rated 

* FREE  TIRE  ROTATION 


Leo's  Tire  & Brake 

2230  3rd.  Street,  San  Francisco 
Hours:  M-F8-6 

Phone:  861  “4300 


* ALIGNMENTS 

* BALANCING 

* TIRE  CHAINS 

* WHEELS 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

auto  Repair  Center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 
Smog  Check  & Repair  Available  7 Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
1 2 MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  A from  BART,  Downtown  A Nearby 
Neighborhood*  ♦ Bask  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦ "Do- It -Yourself 
Membership  Available  ♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 

Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 
Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  & Repair 
Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 
Cooling  Systems  • Radiators  • Overheating 
Timing  Belts  • Brakes  • Clutches  • General  Repairs 
Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Check  Engine  Light 
Electrical  Problems/Rewinng/Short  Circuits 
Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 
Struts/Shocks/Suspenslon/Steerlng  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 
Compute*  Diagnostics  • Driveability  Problems 
Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

tinea  1978 

(415)285-8588 

61 1 FLORIDA  STREET  (Naar  1 8th),  S.F.,  CA  941 10 
Between  Harrison  A Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  A ATM  Accepted 


l**»l  *«  i.*A« 


# 

BBB 


W*  can  r*odr  * r*«wt 
t/nog  Mm  from 
'TeOCMy'Suttom 


$10 

OFF 


M free  : Mjk 

JjjF*  BRAKE  > * 

& SAFETY  1 V* 
INSPECTION 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


$10 

OFF 


OIL  CHANGE 


($60  Value) 


R 


www.rainbow.coop 


AINBOW 

A Worker-Owned  Cooperative 


OPEN 

9-9 

DAILY 


745 


• Certified  SF  Green  Business 
■ Support  of  local  farmers  & 

organic  farming  practices 

• In-store  recycling  & composting 

• Native  plant  garden 

• Solar  heating  & lighting  system 

• Donations  to  local  non-profits 
& schools 

• Extensive  bulk  foods  selection 

• Incentives  for  reuse  of  your  bags 
& containers  for  bulk  purchases 

• Discount  offered  to  members  of 
the  SF  Bike  Coalition 

Folsom  Street  • San  Francisco  • CA  94103 

ROCERY 


Photo-thermal  panels 


Support  your  local 
Green  Business! 


415.863.0620 


Worker-Owned  & Operated 
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Classified  Ads 


$15  for  the  first  four  lines,  40  characters  (with  spaces)  per  line.  Additional  Lines:  $2  each. 
25%  discount  for  ads  booked  and  paid  for  one  year  in  advance.  Call  626.8723  or  email 
office@potreroview.net.  Mail  payments  to:  View  Want  Ads,  2325  Third  Street,  Suite  344. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107.  Deadline:  18th  of  the  month. 


Art  and  Music 

PIANO  LESSONS  ON  THE  HILL.  Private 
piano  and/or  composition  lessons.  All  ages 
and  styles  w/  caring  professional.  25  yrs 
exp.  Teaching  and  performing  in  S.F.  18- 
year  Pickle  Family  Circus  music  director. 
jeffrey@gaeto.com  or  415.648.8930. 

ATTENTION  ARTISTS:  Goat  Hill  Pizza  is 
looking  for  local  artists  to  show  their  work 
at  the  restaurant.  Please  call  Alicia  Wong 
at  641.1440  if  you  are  interested. 

PIANO  LESSONS  with  patience  and  hu- 
mor. All  ages,  all  styles.  Former  member 
of  the  Pickle  Family  Circus  and  SF  Mime 
Troupe.  Randy  Craig  415.334.2451. 

FREE  INTRODUCTORY  DANCE  LESSON. 
Scottish  Country  Dancing  is  fun,  social  and 
energetic.  Join  us  on  Thursday  September 
6 at  8 PM  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  Street  at  23  rd  St.  No  experience 
or  partner  necessary.  Basic  class  starts 
September  13.  Visit  our  web  site  www.sf- 
scottishdancers.org  or  call  415-841-9456 
for  more  information. 

Community  Activities 

SENIORS  (60+)  DON’T  EAT  LUNCH 
ALONE.  Join  us  for  daily  lunch  and  add 
to  your  social  life.  Mon-Fri,  hot  nutritious 
meals-your  first  time  with  us  you  get  a 
free  lunch!  Bingo,  cards,  birthday  celebra- 
tions, special  events,  and  other  activities. 
For  more  information,  call  Dolores  Maghari 
at  415.826.8080.  PH  Neighborhood 
House,  953  De  Haro  St. 

Computer/Phone/Stereo  Services 

CHARLIE  THE  PHONE  GUY : Residence/ 
business/home  office  phone/ethernet 
wiring.  FA.x/modem/DSL.  Dead  jacks 
made  live!  Free  estimates.  On-time  ap- 
pointments. 415.641.8410.  Charlie@ 
sfphoneguy.com. 

STEREO  REPAIR  AND  HOME  THEATER 
SETUP  MADE  EASY.  Gene's  Sound 
Service  offers  in-home  stereo  repair  and 
system  trouble-shooting;  Audio,  video, 
and  home  theater  set-up,  with  convenient 
day,  evening,  and  Saturday  appointments. 

“Gene  is  honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give 
him  a try."  Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at 
415.377.1258. 

COMPUTER  PROBLEMS  DRIVING  YOU 
BUGGY?  We  fix  problems!  25  years  in- 
dustry experience.  Software  or  hardware 
consulting;  setup/  troubleshoot  wireless 
networks.  Work  with  individuals,  small 
businesses,  or  professionals.  Patience 
with  non-technical  folks  a specialty.  Rob 
415.244.3305.  At  your  service!  www. 
SFComputech.com  or  email  rob@sfcom- 
putech.com. 

ALL  THINGS  MACINTOSH:  Trouble 
shooter  for  hire.  New  computer?  Odd  er- 
rors? Print  problems?  Upgrades,  repair, 
training,  wireless.  Our  shop  or  We  come 
to  you  or  Ruth/Eugene:  695-1956. 

QUICKBOOKS  ASSISTANCE  & BOOK- 
KEEPING SVCS.  We  make  QuickBooks 
work  for  you  - systems,  Training,  reports, 
clean  up,  reconciliations,  tune  ups.  Busi- 
ness results  for  management  decisions. 
Deborah  864.0770,  www.lardiecompany. 
com. 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN  FOR  PRINT  AND  WEB. 
Get  your  business/product  noticed:  logo, 
website,  ad,  brochure,  Flash  animation, 
stationary,  invitations,  sell  sheet,  more. 
On  the  Hill,  www.jcarpinelli.com. 


Food  & Nutrition  Services 

GOURMET  VEGETARIAN  CUISINE:  De- 
livered to  your  doorstep.  Diverse  menus, 
naturally  low  in  fat,  cholesterol  & salt. 
Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cert,  avail.  For 
menus,  call  Jane  415.826.2133,  www. 
pealcuisine.com. 

PROFESSIONAL  CHEF  available  for  holi- 
day help.  415-334-9180. 

Garden  Services 

COMPLETE  GARDEN  CARE.  I will  help 
your  garden  evolve  into  a natural  par- 
adise. Maintenance,  renovation,  or- 
ganic soil  building.  California  native 
plants  a specialty.  Call  Jeannine  Zenti  at 
415.642.0246. 

To  Enjoy  Your  Garden  This  Spring,  Start 
This  Fall.  Let  an  experienced  landscape 
designer  help  you  get  started!  Call  Tammy 
Key  at  Garden  Spaces,  415-269-8210, 
www.gardenspacesinc.com. 

Health,  Healing  & Beauty 

YOGA  with  Nancy  Clarke  2008:  Classes 
MWFSat;  Twist  Workshop  1/26;  Intro  Se- 
ries. See  yogasitasf.com.  1051  Mariposa 
St.  #308  (at  Arkansas).  415.864.SITA. 

RESTORATIVE  YOGA  - YOGA  FOR  SE- 
NIORS Reverse  aging.  Regain  & main- 
tain physical  health  & emotional  well 
being.  35  yrs.  experience.  Call  Gary  at 
415.551.7710  for  info. 

SPORTS/ORTHOPEDIC  MASSAGE  thera- 
py, 15  years  experience  manual  therapies, 
professional/olympic  athletes. Injury/pain 
rehabdow  back,  sciatica,  neck/shoulder, 
carpal  tunnel)  chronic/tough  cases  wel- 
come. Weekend  appointments,  hill  loca- 
tion-soma acupuncture  kevin  burns, cmt 
41 5.902.8068,  kevin@sfsportsmassage. 
com. 

HOLISTIC  CHIROPRACTOR  16  years  on 
the  Hill.  Alleviate  pain  & stiffness  with 
acute  or  chronic  muscular  & joint  prob- 
lems. Light  to  heavy  techniques  used. 
Also,  great  massage  therapists  available. 
Call  Dr.  Ann  Brinkley  415.282.2574. 

HATE  GETTING  BURNED?  Call  Cinnamon 
Girl  at  Hair  Help  Salon  415.621.4011  and 
treat  yourself  to  the  glow  of  a faux  tan. 
Private,  professional  and  personalized  ap- 
plication. Walk  away  radiant  in  less  than 
20  minutes  with  a sun  kissed  look  that 
lasts  5-7  days. 

SWEDISH/DEEP  TISSUE  MASSAGE.  Pro- 
fessional, Therapeutic,  Non-Sexual.  13 
Years  Exp.  $50/hour.  415.285.5526. 

HOLIDAY  STRESS?  Give  yourself  or 
someone  you  love  one  of  sf's  best  MES- 
SAGES! Certified.  Potrero  Hill  Healing 
Arts.  282.2574. 

Home  Services 

PICTURE  FRAMER.  Affordable  fram- 
ing. 50-70%  less  than  anyone  in  the 
city.  Bernal  Heights.  Phone  for  price 
415.550.9248.  Douglas  Elliott  Museum 
Standard  Framing. 

OVERWHLEMED  BY  CLUTTER?  RELO- 
CATING? As  featured  on  HGTV,  NPR  & 
The  Chronicle.  Shipshape  offers  expert, 
simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves, 
install  closets  & restore  simplicity  & 
peace  of  mind  to  busy  lives.  Home/Clos- 
ets/Office/Packing & More.  Shipshape. 
com/415.550.0658. 


ORGANIZE  YOUR  TIME,  PAPER,  SPACE. 
Want  to  feel  in  control  of  your  time,  on  top 
of  your  work  and  supported  by  your  stuff? 
I am  a long-time  Potrero  Hill  resident,  a 
member  of  NAPO,  and  would  like  to  help 
you.  Call  for  a no-obligation  consultation: 
Linda  James  415.285.3266. 

HANDYMAN/CARPENTER.  Hang  a door, 
build  or  repair  a fence  or  deck,  shelves, 
sheet  rock.  I do  good  work  at  a reason- 
able price.  Robert  415.566.3389. 

HANDYMAN/  MIKE.  Electrical,  Carpentry, 
Custom  woodwork,  Decks,  Doors,  Dry  rot 
Fences,  Garbage  disposal,  Locks,  Siding, 
Molding,  Painting,  Plumbing,  Toilet,  Sheet- 
rock,  Stairs,  Tile.  415.756.9896. 

HANDYMAN  MIKE.  Your  local,  small 
project  guy.  Woodworking,  painting,  dry- 
wall,  tile,  doors/windows,  lights,  electri- 
cal/plumbing, hanging,  installations  and 
more.  Call  415.435.7981. 

J.A.  EMMANUEL  CONSTRUCTION. 
State  License  #861994.  General 
Building  Contractor.  Residential  and 
commercial.  New  construction,  ad- 
ditions, kitchens,  bathrooms,  garage 
additions,  general  carpentry,  retaining 
wall,  fences,  stairs,  skylights,  stucco, 
windows,  doors,  plumbing,  electrical, 
roofing,  painting.  Customer  Satisfaction. 
Quality  service  at  reasonable  rates!  18 
years  experience.  Free  estimates  from 
your  plans  or  ours.  Call  415.902.2469. 
www.jaemmanuelconstruction.com. 

BEST  PRICE  * BEST  PRODUCT  Car- 
pentry Fences  Decks  Stairs  Windows 
Doors  Tile  Setting  Seismic  & Structural 
Bathroom  & Kitchen  Remodeling  Serv- 
ing San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20 
years  Handyperson  services:  Just  Fix  it 
Now!  415.  282. 5406. Licensed  Bonded 
and  Insured  CSL#  888938. 

ARCHITECTURAL  SERVICES  Realize 
your  home’s  potential  today!  Neighbor- 
hood Architect  with  20  years  experience 
available  for  residential  or  commercial 
renovation  and  construction.  Please  call 
Bradley  Davidson  A.I.A.,  415.370.8291, 
bradleydavidsonarchitect.com,  Califor- 
nia. License.  #C-23182. 

CARPENTRY/RESTORATION.  Int.&  Ext. 
carpentry  and  painting,  dryrot,  pest 
report,  docks,  fences,  structural  and 
seismic,  sheetrock  and  stucco  repair,  roof 
leaks,  tree  trimming  and  hauling.  FAR 
WEST  RESTORATIONS  & CONSTRUC- 
TION CA.  Lie.  #751689.  Jim  Kennedy 
415.263.0516. 

Housekeeping 

CLEANING  PROFESSIONAL.  20  Years  Ex- 
perience. Apartments,  homes,  or  offices. 
Roger  Miller,  415.664.0513. 

DO  YOU  NEED  HOUSECLEANING?  We 
will  do  it  for  you.  Call  Sara  & Marco  415. 
310.8838. 

PROFESSIONAL  HOUSECLEANING.  Sys- 
tematic, consistent,  detail  oriented.  20  yrs 
excellent  refs.  CALL  NOW  FOR  FREE  EST. 
Wkly.  Bi  or  lx  mov  in/out.  All  specialties. 
Deana  510.547.2469. 

PROFESSIONAL  HOUSEKEEPER.  15 
years  experience  in  Potrero  Hill.  Local 
reliable  refs.  Call  415.290.8645. 

Insurance  Services 

LONG  TERM  CARE  SPECIALIST.  Free 
consultation.  Experienced  broker  helps 
individuals/small  businesses  plan  ahead. 
Lee  Abel  Bandele  415.821.2271. 


Miscellaneous 

DREAMGROUP— 8 Week  classes  to 
start  TUESDAY,  7-9  PM.  No  experience 
necessary.  Uses  Jeremy  Taylor  Projective 
Dreamwork.  $96.00  payable  in  advance 
or  $12.00  drop-in  fee  to  visit  fierst  time 
to  check  it  out.  For  information,  call  Jana 
Hutcheson,  415.647.7517. 

Pet  Services 

PEACEFUL  KINGDOM  PETSITTING  We 
offer  gentle,  attentive  care  for  your  be- 
loved pets  and  peace  of  mind  when  you 
are  away.  Cat  care  and  medications  are 
our  specialty.  Serving  Potrero  Hill  and 
San  Francisco  pets  for  10  years.  JoAnn 
415.920.1973. 

TRU-LUV  CATSITTING  ON  HILL  Long- 
time SF/SPCA  volunteer  and  cat-lover. 
Care  for  your  cat(s)  as  if  they  were  my 
own  for  your  complete  peace  of  mind. 
5 years  exp.  Potrero,  Bernal,  and  Noe. 
Bonded  and  References.  415.285.5526. 
Low  Rates. 

Photograpy 

VIDEO  SPECIALIST.  It's  About  Time 
Productions  offers  video  filming,  video 
transfer,  DVD-VHS-web  media  transfer, 
digital  photography,  photo  book,  photo 
DVD-VHS.  Call  or  email  415.260.4141, 
ericfazio@sbcglobal.net. 

POTRERO  VIEW  PHOTOGRAPHER  avail- 
able for  family  portraits,  celebrations  etc. 
Reasonable  rates;  friendly  approach  paula 
eve  aspin  415.425.1218. 

Rentals 

CHARMING  GARDEN  APARTMENT  One 
BR,  2-night  minimum.  Fireplace,  patio, 
deck,  French  doors.  415.641.4488. 

MEETING/EVENT  RENTAL  SPACE  avail- 
able at  Slovenian  Hall.  Facilities:  dining 
room  w/  stage,  dance  floor,  barroom  & 
meeting  room.  Call  415.864.9629. 

SPARE  ROOM?  Host  foreign  students! 
$500  per  week  with  15  hrs  English 
tutoring.  1 to  4 weeks.  Families  w/ 
teens  especially  needed.  More  info,  Rita 
415.724.9887. 

VACATION  RETREAT  FOR  POTRERO 
HILLIANS.  Calistoga/St.  Helena  area.  3 
bdrms,  2 baths,  sleeps  6 (max).  Lg  decks 
w/views  of  stream,  woods  & meadow. 
Fireplace  w/wood  supplied.  30  acres. 
Trails.  All-year  stream.  Dogs  OK.  3 night 
wkend=$450;  week=$800  or  4 wks  at 
$2400.  415.647.3052.  Photos  at  http:// 
home.earthlink.net/~springmount/. 

PART-TIME  OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT. 
Great  for  acupuncturist  or  CMT  or  other 
prof.  Large,  lovely,  light-filled  room.  AvI. 
Th,  F,  S & Su.  2nd  Rm  incl  w/rent  on  S & 
Su.  $600. 00/mo.  Utl’s  incl.  Est.  holistic 
D.C.  and  massage  clinic  on  the  hill... just 
above  Farley’s!  282.2574. 

SPACIOUS  AND  BEAUTIFUL  furnished 
guest  garden  apartment  w/kitchen.  Pri- 
vate. 1/2  blk  to  restaurants.  Non-smoking. 
Short  term  only.  415.861.3208. 

COTTAGE  ON  THE  HILL,  all  redone, 
fully  furnished,  gas  fireplace,  full  kitch- 
en. One  blk  to  Whole  Foods.  By  the 
week,  by  the  month.  Short  Term  Only. 
415.643.3500. 

POTRERO  HILL  NORTH  SLOPE,  fully 
furnished  apartment,  20th  and  Arkansas, 
available  for  weekly/  short  term  rentals. 
Spacious,  two-bedroom  w/  view.  No  pets; 
no  smoking.  Call  415.641.8260 

Tutorials 

END  HOMEWORK  HASSLES.  Family 
time’s  better  spent,  www.mystudybuddy. 
org.  Jane  Radcliffe  415.586.4577. 
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filled  and  unfilled 
all  varieties  -reg  10.99 


at  The  Good  Life  Grocery 


Organic  Sour  Cream 

16  oz  -reg  3 19 


, CLOVER 

umi 

ORGANIC 

SOUR  CREAM 


CLOVER 

FARMS 

Clover  Dairy 

milk  Organic  Milk  Quarts 

all  varieties 

h 32  oz  -reg  2.49  ^ 


Lundberg  Farms 

Organic  Rice  Cakes 

all  varieties 
8.5/10  oz  -reg  3 19 


3 for  $6 

Lundberg  Risotto 

all  flavors 
5.5/6  oz  -reg  2 69 


°%rc  Y°Zun  aom 

6 oz.  -reg  1.19 


OtOANIC 

iiuiimr 


Planet 

(0  Ultra' Liquid  Laundry 

Detergent 

100  oz. -reg  11.99 +tx  ^ /f  f1 

...^  J>O.S 

Clover  Organic 

Organic  Cheeses 

assort  flavors  - random  weights  U Itra-Powdcr  Laundry  Detergent 

organic  only  64  oz.  -reg  6 49  +tx  ' 

Reduced!  QQ  £ 


CWER^ 

^ /rum  “ 

ORGANIC 

PIPPIR JACK 

A ,4(hc«io  _ 1 C~~ 


Odwalla 

Fresh  Squeezed 
Nutritional  s 

all  varieties 

15.2  oz  -reg  3 39  +CRV 


Capricorn  Coffee 

Dark  Italian  Roast 
Coffee  Beans 

Bulk  -reg  6 99  lb 


Green  Forest 

Recycled  Bath  Tissue 

12  rolls  -reg  5.99  +tx 


Odwalla  Bars 

all  flavors 
2.2  oz.  -reg  1 59 


Recycled  Paper 
Towels 

52ct.roll  -reg  1 69  +tx 


Annies  Homegrown 

Organic  Macarc 
& Cheese 

all  varieties 
6/7  oz  -reg  2 49 


Crystal  Geyser 

Sparkling  Mineral  Water 

allTlavors 
1 25  liter  -reg  1 25 


Green  Forest 

Recycled  Facial 
Tissue 

175  ct.  -reg  2.19  +tx 
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Manilla] 


Sale  Prices  effective  January  1 - 20,  2008 


Ben  & Jerry's 

Ice  Cream 


Barbara's 


all  flavors 


r- 


16  oz.  -reg  3 99 


$2.99 


Open  Every  Day!  8 AM  to  8 PM  - 1524  Twentieth  Street  - Potrero  Hill  - San  Franeiseo  - 


415'282-9204 


4 for  $5 

a's 

Baked  Cheese  Puffs 

all  flavors  *'■' 

$1.99 
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